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Mostly Hawaii, 1831–1920s.

An extraordinary archive of a noted Hawaiian missionary couple, including over thirty years of
epistolary journals, firsthand accounts of voyages to Micronesia and the Marquesas, numerous
letters, a substantial collection of Hawaiian photos, several manuscript maps, and a charming
original watercolor of the Emerson house in Waialua. Also embracing materials gathered and
written by their children, including manuscripts, typescripts, and printed materials on Hawaiian
missionary life and the history of Hawaii. In all, comprising nearly 900 pages of manuscript
journals, letters, and reports, and more than 200 items in total.

John S. and Ursula Sophia (Newell) Emerson arrived in Hawaii as missionaries in 1832, as
members of the fifth company of missionaries sent by the American Board of Commissioners for
Foreign Missions. John S. Emerson (1800–67) was born in Chester, New Hampshire, and
graduated from Dartmouth College and Andover Theological Seminary. In 1831 he married
Ursula Sophia Newell (1806–88), of Nelson, New Hampshire, the couple soon thereafter
embarking for Hawaii. Except for an interval at the Mission Seminary at Lahainaluna, Maui in
the 1840s and a return visit to the U.S. in 1860–61, the couple spent the rest of their lives in
Waialua, Oahu. There, they founded a Protestant Church and established schools—John
instructing the boys, Ursula instructing the girls, not only in academics but in singing, sewing,
and other domestic work. John is best known for writing the first English-Hawaiian dictionary,
and both his and Ursula’s letters and journals include occasional Hawaiian language. Ursula is
perhaps best remembered for creating some of the earliest known manuscript maps of Hawaii
(none present here), one of which she mentions in her journal as being in progress.

The archive offered here embraces an impressive range and depth of material relating to the
Emersons’ lives and missionary activities in Hawaii and beyond. Both Ursula and John kept
epistolary journals during their voyage to Hawaii aboard the Averick in 1831–32 and following
their arrival. Ursula’s journal contains thorough and regular entries through 1835, and John’s,
though with more sporadic entries after the first decade, continues through 1865. Both are
engaging and descriptive writers, and their journals address a range of topics, from their own
daily lives and labors, including detailed accounts of sometimes scandalous difficulties with their
Hawaiian household help, to their observations and updates about native Hawaiian life, culture,
and politics, broader missionary activities, and the (mis)perceptions of those activities at home in
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the U.S. These journals reveal a degree of detail, personality, and immediacy not present in the
edited selections printed in their son Oliver’s Pioneer Days in Hawaii. In addition to their
epistolary journals, the archive also encompasses journals, letters, and report drafts of the
Emersons’ travels through the U.S. from 1860 to 1861 and John’s voyages to the Marquesas, in
1857, and Micronesia, in 1865.

Nearly fifty of the archive’s sixty-one letters are written by members of the Emerson family, and
about half of them are from Hawaii, discussing, among other subjects, missionary and Church
activities, local festivals, sugar plantation business, and health-related news, including Ursula’s
accounts of the spread of leprosy on the island and John’s death. A bronze memorial plaque was
later created for John, as revealed by several letters from artist Louis Saint-Gaudens, the brother
and assistant of renowned sculptor Augustus Saint-Gaudens. In addition to correspondence, the
archive’s manuscript material includes a small book of “choice tunes,” likely used by Ursula in
the course of her singing classes, and an incomplete account by Ursula of their activities during
the 1840s, at Lahainaluna and then back at Waialua during the “desolating scourge[s]” of
measles and small pox.

Lending a rich visual dimension to the archive is a collection of almost 150 original
photos—mostly cabinet cards and CDVs, most of which were taken in Honolulu—showing
members of the Emerson family (including early salt print portraits of John and Ursula),
numerous other Hawaiian missionaries and their family members, and several native Hawaiians,
including the young James Kekela, the first native Hawaiian to be ordained as a minister. Kekela
attended the Emersons’ Waialua school, and went on to devote forty years of his life to
missionary work in the Marquesas. The archive also includes a Williams College class photo
album with portraits of two Emerson brothers. A charming pencil and watercolor sketch of the
Emersons’ house at Waialua, as well as seven manuscript maps are also included. Most of the
maps are real-estate related, but the largest is from John’s voyage to Micronesia.

Although most of the Emersons’ sons would return to the U.S. to pursue their degrees and, at
least for a time, their careers, the archive also embraces a collection of publications, typescripts,
and manuscripts on Hawaiian history, culture, and missionary activity by Oliver Pomeroy,
Joseph S., and Nathaniel Emerson. The brothers’ correspondence from the early 1900s reveals
the family’s ongoing involvement in Hawaiian politics and economy after their parents’ deaths.

The archive also includes a selection of additional manuscript materials (totalling some 880
pages) from various Emerson family members, including one household book with over a
decade’s records of religious, fundraising, and charitable activities from the family house at
Waialua; several maps and documents of family property in Hawaii; and several volumes of
genealogical material both for the Emerson family and the family of Justin Emerson’s wife
Wilimena, who was descended from John Eliot, the so-called “apostle to the Indians.”
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A remarkable and exceedingly rare archive documenting the experiences of two of the earliest
missionaries active in Hawaii, rich in narrative content and ripe for research.

$225,000.00

ARCHIVE CONTENTS:

MANUSCRIPT JOURNALS

John S. Emerson journals

John S. Emerson. Manuscript epistolary journal. Aboard the Ship Averick, Rio de Janeiro,
Juan Fernandez Island, and at the Sandwich Islands. Nov. 29, 1831 to Sept. 12, 1832. 60 pp.
(pages 22-23 blank).

Departs New Bedford Nov. 26.

Shortly into the voyage they encounter bad weather: “The Captain said all the sailors (30 in
number) were sick except 5 or 6 experienced sailors, everything about us looked like destruction,
our dishes broken … preserves &c. put up by our friends dashed to pieces…”
They encounter a shipwreck but none aboard. Describes phosphorescent algae.

Dec 7 - Finally less sick, enjoys a meal. “We begin now to feel in good health & spirits & we
hope soon to employ our time about some business that will turn to account. All I have yet done
is to read Stuart’s Journal of the Sandwich Isls & that I think is more than any other has done
beside me.”

Dec 13 - They had lost their oil during the previous storms. “Our only lights are made of the
butter put up for our eating on the passage. The loss of our oil we much lament as we are
compelled to be much in the dark, but the sacrifice of our butter is no great trial as it is
intolerably rancid & unfit for our use.”

Dec 27 - Past Cape Verde islands, discusses trade winds and currents. Recounts seeing a shoal of
porpoises: “The cry was heard from the fore-castle - porpoise porpoise. We immediately saw a
half dozen fish from 4 to 6 feet in length within 3 or 4 rods of the ship leaping from wave to
wave… they were above water at least 1/10 part of the time and leaped forward 10 or 15 feet out
of the water…” One is harpooned and brought on board. “The blubber was immediately taken
off to make oil. It will yield perhaps not more than a gallon.”
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Dec 31 - 2 whales are taken and they now have enough oil for rest of trip. Recounts swimming in
the water on a calm day and encountering a shark: “I at the time was in the water alone but very
near the boat. I made immediate effort & by the help of another was in ½ minute safe in the boat.
The shark came directly towards me & as I sprang to leap into the boat he dodged & passed
directly under me without offering me violence… I felt grateful to God for deliverance from the
jaws of this monster of the deep.” Shark is killed and brought on board, describes it in detail.

Jan 7 - Crossed the equator.

Jan 15 - Enters harbor at Rio, lengthy description on the beauty of the scene and mountains.
Stays in Rio, trades with merchants, dines at English woman’s public house.

Jan 17 - Describes meal in detail: The food for this meal … consisted of turkey, mutton, beef,
chickens, ham & fish of a very fine flavor, English potatoes, cucumbers fresh salted,
watercresses were the principal vegetables. The fruits served as a dessert were oranges, limes,
lemons, pineapples, mangoes, bananas all fresh from the tree. Wine & water were the drinks …
For our dinner we were taxed one dollar each. This you will say is an extravagant price for
missionaries who desire their bread from the sweat of poor or at least hard laboring
Christians…”

“We went on shore with eight ladies, very likely the first eight ladies of respectability that were
ever seen walking unveiled with gentlemen in the streets of Rio. Our party attracted a great deal
of attention, women in the second stories ran to their windows to see us & men across their
stores, & every half-naked negro in the streets appeared astonished.”

Describes the houses, some of the customs.

“In passing the streets one of the first things that attract attention is the appearance of the slaves,
which constitute ⅔ of the 150 or 200 thousand who inhabit this great city. They are most of them
half naked & some in a state of total nudity … all their work is performed by a tune which
enables them to keep exact time … They carry heavy burdens all on their heads. The bags of
coffee which they bear in this way would not weigh less than 150 or 200 hundred … Some of the
slaves appear to be very wretched some sick & others wear an air of cheerfulness & gaiety …
The method in which some yes many of the masters employ their slaves is to send them into the
streets in the morning & let them employ themselves just as they please. One thing they must do
or take a whipping at night return at sunset & bring a certain sum of money to their master. They
supply themselves with food & clothing … Some employ themselves in carrying water from the
publick cistern to distant part of the city … some in carrying about goods to sell & others stand
at every corner ready to carry a gentleman’s cloak, bundle, box or anything of like kind.”
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They stay in Rio more than 20 days.

Begins journal again Feb. 21 having left Rio 18 days prior. Had been sea sick again.Has changed
rooms on the ship. Ursula sick.

March 4 - Almost off Cape Horn, cold weather, hail sleet, gale winds. Ursula still sick

March 29 - Urusla finally feeling better. Details her sickness and remedies.

April 2 - Juan Fernandez islands. “The land of the isls is high and precipitous, the distant views
of it if anything surpasses that of Rio de Janeiro … The village contains about 25 houses
occupied by the governor of the Island & 80 soldiers who are his life guard. Besides these there
are 13 caves dug into the side of the mountain. These are the places occupied by the convicts
whom there are about 180…” Details conditions of prisoners. Details prices of goods on the
island. Lengthy description overall of the people on the island and how they live.

April 5 - Ursula still recovering.

April 23 - Crossing equator again.

May 3 - Almost two weeks making slow progress in calm winds but now back on the trade winds
and under full sail

May 8th - “The Averick skims the water like a bird on the wing…” Gives a list of the other
missionaries on board and their ages, place of residence and their weight! Listing all the men as
preachers except Dr. Alonzo Chapin and the missionary printer Edmund Rogers.

May 15 - “I have been making some preparations to land at the Sandwich Isls, although land not
yet hove in sight. Have made two boxes, packed up books & some loose articles … Hope
tomorrow to see land & soon to be better employed, yes to be employed in learning the language
of the Sand. Islanders.”

Hawaii content begins on page 49

May 16 - “Today in the morning we came in sight of the Sandwich Islands. The first Island
which hove in sight was Maui, the next Kauai, about noon we saw Molakai, a little before sunset
Oahee. Land was a most joyful sight to all on board & produced quite an exhilaration among us.
Coming in sight as these islands did all on a sudden we were all put in motion to pack & arrange
our affairs for landing. Viewed as the scene of our future labors these islands to me appear
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deeply interesting. Their inhabitants are just emerging from the thick darkness of paganism, their
character is now moulding…”

May 18 - At Honolulu harbor. “... At ten [the previous morning] we met at Mr. Chamberlain’s
where the letter from the Board of Missions was read, we sang Kindred In Christ … after which
Mr. Bingham being the oldest missionary on the ground led in prayer…”

“At ten o’clock this morning we went with the brethren of the mission to be introduced to the
king, queen and royal family. We found the young king Kauikeaouli [i.e. Kamehameha III] a
youth of about 18 years of age, in a large native grass house, neatly built, but entirely destitute of
what we should call finish, i.e it had neither plastering ceiling or anything of the kind. The thatch
which is the only covering of the house is tied on to poles driven into the ground. These poles are
all fully exhibited to the eye on the inner side. The palace of the king is nearly a square building
perhaps 60 feet on a side. It is all in one room without floor … As we approached the palace the
king approached the door of the building & shook us quite respectfully by the hand. After all
were introduced he retired to near the middle of the palace and took a seat & signified a request
that we were to be seated on chairs placed in an oblong square before him. … The king gave us
his cordial salutation & welcomed us to his Islands … After a little pause the king then expressed
the gratitude of his notion for what the missionaries had done to elevate & enlighten his Islands
in terms somewhat like these, “We were a dark very dark people. You have brought us light. We
were ignorant & degraded. You have brought us knowledge. We like to have you among us. We
will listen to your instruction & hope to be made better by them”... Discusses illness of Queen
Hahumanee…

May 21 – “[Last] Sabbath attended the native service at nine in the morning. There were
probably about 4000 present. Mr. Bingham preached. The congregation were as attentive &
respectful as are our ordinary congregations in America. They were not however as deeply
interested as from Stewart’s description I had hoped to find them. Neither were they all well
dressed as I expected to see them … As to the general appearance of things at these stations I
cannot say I am disappointed. Things appear on the whole as well as I could expect…”

June 7 - On the death of Queen Kaahumanu. “The interment of the Queen took place this PM, a
procession was formed of the house of the Queen & moved to the church in columns of four
deep. The order of the procession was first the foreign residents & seamen, then the corpse,
following which were the chiefs, then the Missionaries & after them the Church & People. The
procession was guarded by soldiers stationed under arms on both sides of if from the house to the
chapel yard. The King was dressed in full uniform as were a few of his attendants. The dress of
the chiefs was principally in the European style. They wore bonnets and gowns trimmed in
black. Some of the gowns were silk & some … cloth of a coarse texture. The coffin of the Queen
was quite attractive. It was first covered with crimson velvet which was fastened on with a
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multitude of large brass headed trunk nails. It had also several handles & embossments of brass
gilt. The name on the lid was all written out with brass nails. The whole made quite an imposing
if not a rich display … The procession moved to the chapel. Mr. Bingham preached from Acts …
in native & afterwards made an address in English … the procession returned in the order in
which it came to the place of sepulture. This burial place of the kings is a small stone house
where the bodies of the royal family are all deposited, all who have died since the introduction of
Xnity … they never admit the common people or foreigners into the yard which encloses the
house of interment … This you will see is a relick of heathenish policy if there is not a little of
superstition blended with it.”

June 23 - The annual meeting of the missionaries has nearly concluded. Lists the missionaries
and their locations. “Our location is Waialua on this island on the west side about 30 miles from
this place. Our station will embrace a territory of 14 or 16 miles wide & 20 or 30 in length &
contains a population of 8000. A meetinghouse capable of holding 1200 was erected about 2
years since but it is quite inadequate to the wants … The chiefs are now building a larger house
… Thus you see my dear Br. that a field almost entirely uncultivated is marked out for us in these
ends of the earth. No church has ever been gathered at Waialua…”

July 14 - Preparations at new station, building house, furnishings, moving his belonging. “But
my principal attention has been directed to the acquisition of the language. To this I devote three
or four hours of every day. The language thus far appears to promise no very great difficulties in
its acquisition. It requires however patient study … In writing the Sandwich Island language you
will observe a difference in spelling certain proper names. For example t & k will some times
appear to be used one for the other. Also l & r. Waialua & Waiarua are the same name. Honolulu
& Honoruru. The reason of this want of uniformity arises from the fact that the natives cannot
distinguish between … Quite a number of our consonant sounds have no place in the native
dialect. My name here is Emekona & sounds as though spelt Amakona.”

July 27 - In Waialua. Recounts short boat voyage there from Honolulu. “As soon as we began to
approach the land Lanui our chief was along side of the ship in a canoe to welcome us to his
harbor & in the meantime he presented us with a good water melon … Upon landing our goods
we placed them in an old native house that was cleared for our use & the very next day two new
native houses were commenced for our accommodations … During the three days past the
people have been engaged with much apparent cheerfulness in erecting our houses…”

August 4 - Details the layout and construction of the new house. “These houses you must
recollect are covered with grass, nailed together with the fibers of the cocoa nut, the floor is earth
& the carpet is a mat of reeds. Our windows are as yet merely air holes and our doors are merely
places for doors … We feel we are making some progress in the language day by day yet far less
than we desire…” Discussing the natives he has encountered: “probably more than ½ the

James Arsenault & Co.



families whether they can read or not attend family prayers & I think they are leading a Xn life
but their vision appears to be as dim as midnight & their thoughts on religious subjects as vague
as those children in America at the age of 5 or 6 years … so little progress as has been made by
this people in every subject which requires abstract reasoning…”

Sept 5 - “We removed to our new house about three weeks since … My native sermon does not
get along very fast, a thousand little things which must be made for accommodation in the house
must all be made by me…” Complains about the roaches.

Sept. 12 - “... I have preached my first sermon in native & the people of Waialua it being
between 4 & 5 months since we landed at Oahu … I have begun to preach the gospel to this
people & the thought ought to affect me deeply that my responsibilities are now increasingly
great in the sight of the Lord. O that I may be the means of saving many of this ignorant & [?]
people from sin & death.”

John S. Emerson. Manuscript epistolary journal. Waialua, Oahu. Dec. 11, 1832 to March 24,
1838. 32 pp.

Dec. 11 1832 - Br. Clark and family have left to return to Honolulu and go overland via canoe,
discussing routes and modes of travel between the stations. “The departure of Mr. C. & family
leaves us now a solitary couple with none but natives.”

Next page date jumps to April 22 1833: “It is a long time since I have written in this journal but I
have not forgotten all this time to remember those I love. After Mr. C’s departure & family I was
compelled to keep close to my work writing sermons & lectures & teaching school & all this in a
language of which my knowledge was then very limited.” Has been busy with schools, building
cook house and in meeting with locals to “converse about the salvation of the soul.”

May 21, 1833 - “This morning we had a call from Hewahewa, the old high priest of
Kamehameha. He once offered men in sacrifice to devils & even gloried in his power to
influence them. He now appears quite differently. He told me that formerly in the time
Kamehameha he used to follow him from island to island & when ever the king wished to make
war he (the king) would send him out to the temple to pray to their God to cause the opposing
people to melt before them in battle, that he would give them their lord to them & cause that they
all be destroyed &c. If the prayer availed them he would return & inform the king who would
immediately send forth to battle … He says that the tabus were often when broken atoned for by
the penalty of one or more hogs, according to the wealth or rank of the person breaking the
tabu…”
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Dec. 5, 1834: “I have just returned from a tour through the district of Koolau loa & Koolau poko
… the great mass of the people appeared bent on their idols, the sight of me either inspired terror
or contempt … I collected as many children as I could in each village where there was any body
to teach them & gave them suitable books…” Details Brother Parker’s station opposite
Honolulu. His son has been sick with a fever.

Goes to Honolulu for a few days in Dec. 1834.

Jan. 10, 1835 - Just returned from a tour to Waianae with Brother Smith. “We spent 2 nights in
the district & attempted 7 or 8 times to teach the people or as many of them as we could collect
in any one place but the number was very small that we could collect together, not exceeding 70
or 80 in any one place. They refused to take books from our hands although offered gratuitously
to them. They appeared ashamed to acknowledge that they knew how to read.” Blames the local
chief.

Jan. 25, 1835 - “We have new laws published by the King by which adultery, rape, seduction,
incest, murder, stealing, lying & fraud & rum drinking are prohibited on heavy penalties.”
Discusses problem of multiple wives and illegitimate children. Much progress on starting
schools.

Several pages of entries from March to April on meetings, listing biblical passages preached
from.

May 17, 1835: “Three years have now passed away since I first landed on heathen ground.
During the time God has kindly preserved me & mine & given us the happiness of seeing two
children committed our trust & what is more some evidence that our labours for the salvation of
this people have not been in vain in the Lord…”

“At the bible class at noon I narrated to the people of the afflicted intelligence of the death of our
two brethren on the Isl. of Sumatra Lyman & Munson. My heart trembles within me at the
thought of the unprovoked cruelty of savages to those dear brethren…”

Oct. 5, 1835 - “I started this morning in connection with Laanui & several others for a town at
Koolau. Examined schools at Waimai Pupukea &c. Until we reached the extreme land belonging
to the station. School at Waimea is taught by a person entirely unfit for his business. A good
school at Pupukea. Schools at Paamalu & Waialu promising. So at Kahuku. But at Malikahoma
& Lau not very promising.Hauala a good school. Kaluamu no school…”
Much of the rest of this journal speaks of meetings and what was preached.
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May 5, 1836 - “Six weeks since the king published a law & had it printed that the sea should be
open for all people to fish in who chose. The people of course were joyful at such intelligence
but now one of his dependants has published another law forbidding any body to fish on penalty
of the loss of their fish. So the people know not what to depend upon, one day a favor is
promised & the next day it is taken away & so there is nothing secured to them? My heart is
deeply pained in view of the awful oppression & falsehood & duplicity that the chiefs daily
practicing upon the people.”

July 5, 1836 - Details resolutions from general meeting.
More entries discuss various meetings.

August 24, 1836 - Returned from a meeting to discuss a communication received from the
Missionary rooms and have adopted resolutions to apportion each missionary a salary of $550
and to encourage natives to pay to support the missionaries and that books be sold at fixed prices.

Circa May 1837 - lengthy entry (slightly out of chronological order from previous), on the death
of Sister Lyons.

Rest of entries on attendance at meetings.

John S. Emerson. Manuscript epistolary journal. Waialua. Apr. 12, 1838 to July 31, 1862. 45
pp.

April/May 1838: Relates events at various meetings and reports on communions
Construction of convent and school.

Entries begin again in April 1839. Relates experiences of the previous year. “In June, July &
August last made a journey with my family to the volcano on Hawaii & visited the windward
stations.” Updates on successes of various meetings. “One thing that has troubled me more than
almost any other is an inability for want of time to bestow so much attention to the preparation of
sermons for my people as I could wish.” On the deaths of family members in America and on the
deaths of a local chief and his wife.

July 12, 1839: “This has been observed by us as a day of fasting & prayer in view of the
straitened circumstances of this govt. About ten years since a company of Popeish priests came
to these Isls. & set up their works & although often ordered to leave the Isls. did not leave. They
were taken by order of Kaahumanu in 1832 on board a vessel & arrived to the coast of California
& left.” Details their return and subsequent conflicts with a French frigate which has imposed
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fines and threats of violence for the treatment of the catholics. Relates news of the birth of a son
(Nathaniel).

Aug. 11, 1839 - on natives committing adultery nightly but then confessing to the priest each
morning seeking repentance. “Moreover the priest says it is not right for the chiefs to fine for
adultery or intoxication or theft, but confession to the priest with repentance is the proper way of
safety. They acknowledge that it tends to hannaele & confusion … Last monday I went with
Maio to Mananui to see several who have gone over to the Catholicks. Their appearance was
more like that of wild demons than of Christians … At Honolulu, the sabbath PM after meeting
is spent by the Romanists in flying kites in the yard of the Catholick Priest. This is religion of a
new stamp here…”

Journal picks up again in 1841. He has been sick with a protracted fever. April 1841 - Discusses
the building of roads and of many becoming catholic so that they can be excused from public
labor.

Summer 1841, has had a bout with rheumatism. On his travels and preaching.

Aug. 16, 1841 - “Just read a letter from Br. G. [Gulick?] on the subject of slavery in which he
states many things that are unbecoming & were I the enemy of the slave I could wish all the
advocates of emancipation to be like him & they would destroy a good course sooner than its
avowed enemies could…” Quotes from the letter.

Continues again in July 1842 at Lahainaluna. “Left my old station & came to this place to take
charge of the high school.”

Continues again in 1844 on attendance at various meetings. On the decreasing population on
Oahu.

Continues again July 1846 detailing his reasons for leaving Lahainaluna. Entries in summer of
1846 on various meetings, visits and travels. Entry in August 1846 on finding a place for a
parsonage in the valley of Majua and includes a small hand drawn map. Gives details
observations on a visit up Koolau.

Continues again in April 1848 discussing a visit to Kapuku. Relates humorous story of walking
to a meeting but having to walk through a stream and losing one of his stockings and having to
preach for four hours on his feet “in my wet shoes & with but one stocking”
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Details the number of births and deaths from October 1848 to Feb. 1849. “There has been an
unparalleled amount of sickness on the Isls in which Waialua has suffered in common with the
other parts of the Isls.”

July 7, 1849 - “It is now more than five years since there was first noticed an irregularity in the
beating of John’s heart.” Details his health issues. “At the present time his body is much
emaciated, feet swelled, chest enlarged & face bloated…” Gives daily entries on John’s health
and his spiritual well being. John dies on July 19. “All is over for John for this world.” Gives
several pages of entries recounting his final hours.

October 1849 - Reports of the air being smoky. “Various are the conjectures of the cause. Many
think that there is a great outbreak in the volcano of Kilauea.”

January 1850 - On death and sickness. “The cases of sickness in Waiahua this past month have
been numerous. Many are taken sick with pain in the temples or stomach, soon fever then
dizziness … and frequently the tongue curls up…” Recounts numbers of deaths. “My mind has
been sad in view of the deaths among the Hawaiians, & the rapid decrease in the population”

March 1852 - on the poor health of his son William and sending him on a sea voyage to improve
his health. Writes on Nov. 7 1852 that William died on the voyage “from a difficulty in his
digestive organs or a stoppage in the organs that convey nutriment to the system.” Buries at sea.

Final entry is dated July 1862. “This is the last day of July 1862, almost ten years since I have
made an entry in this journal. Today we have celebrated our thirtieth anniversary of a residence
at Waialua … Another 30 years or the half of it will not probably be given me to spend on earth
…”

John Emerson. Manuscript journal, headed at the top of the first page “Proof of progress at
the Isls.” November 27, 1856 to December 1858. 11 pp.

First entry dated concerns the propensity of islanders to follow the wishes of their chief.
Next entry dated April 1857 on the death of Kuokoa. Detailing his illness and treatment
Next entry dated June 8, 1858, “A petition against me from Keowehunohola with 180 names was
somewhat trying. And the charges were very grievous. But the specifications did not sustain the
charges & were regarded as futile.” Entries which follow report on various meetings. Final entry
details the poor state of the church at Kahuku.

James Arsenault & Co.



John Emerson. Manuscript journal, “Journal of voyage to the Marquesas Isls commenced at
sea May 1, 1857…” May 1 to June 25, 1857. Approx. 120 pp.

“Left my family at Waialua on Wednesday morning in company with four of my sons …

Details the object of the visit to the missionaries, lists of questions he is to ask them and the long
and rough sea voyage. “Our good Morning Star although a pretty good sailor is not the thing
wanted as a Missionary vessel.” And later: “This morning the Captain said he had three minds
two of which were for squaring away for Tahiti for he did not see as we were making any
progress at all. The wind is very boisterous. Seamen all say it is real Cape Horn weather…”
Islands finally in sight on June 1 but takes several more days to find safe area to harbor. He
writes on June 3: “I hope that I shall not be kept away from the land longer than tomorrow. I
want to commence with those dear brethren or at least to learn where they are for we are as yet
destitute of a knowledge of their locality … Today I have been reading Longfellow’s poems…”

June 4: “This has been among the most eventful days of my life. It was agreed yesterday that if
we stood in near the land & found any place on the Island where a human being appeared to live
I should go in with a boats crew & search it out & find if possible where the missionaries lived.
In the morning it was dark & cloudy. The Captain had many misgivings about the land. Nothing
certain about anchorage … But by and by I decried three or 4 houses on the shore, one appearing
much taller than the rest, all indicating some what of civilization … In a minute all were in the
boat…” They head to shore in a small boat but struggle with high waves and a leaky boat taking
on water. “[A]t length met with a good whale boat well manned. Savage looking men all kakaued
[tattooed] most of them naked except a piece of leaf for modesty’s sake. They appeared pleasant
and lively … & soon informed me that Kekela was in the bay … Soon we noticed a cross on the
house that at first attracted our attention … As I leaped up on the shore Kekela stood ready to
embrace me & such an overcoming emotion of love, sympathy, admiration, gratitude for God &
joy in view of the self denials of one I loved I have never experienced before.”  Describes his
house. They go to nearby island to meet with others.

Next day details service and a visit to a native blind man who has had a coffin made and hung
over his head so that he can be constantly reminded of his mortality. Recounts meeting with
other locals and superstitions about visiting the meeting house.

June 8 they are to leave the island for another but first meets with Motenui who “expressed his
sorry that he was not able to give me but one pig. He wished me to give his love to the king and
chiefs of oahu & Maui. Said he had done wrong in his treatment of them.” Later he gives a
speech to a group of native chiefs to profess “the love of the Hawaiian people to them and our
expectation that they would treat our missionaries with kindness.” But is told that Motenui had
injured them.
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Writes again on June 10 from Puamau.  “We had hardly been at anchor ½ hour before three fat
naked or almost naked women were on board. They swam off to the vessel for the vilest
purpose.” After going ashore “a young woman & girl of 12 or thirteen years came & asked
Kekela if they could be allowed to go on board & commit adultery with the seamen all in an
honest … manner.” Describes the house and meals, describes preparation of breadfruit. They
encounter a group of drunk natives who have made a drink from fermented coconut. “Mr.
Chamberlain tasted of it & though its strength was about equal to partially fermented cider they
say that in order for intoxication a man must drink all he can then vomit and drink again & again;
& to affect heartily drunkenness it must be followed up all day.”

June 12 - details a general meeting.  Chamberlains sermon detailed past problems between
natives and foreigners. “He said that they have been a greatly wronged people & if once in a
while their anger rose & they killed a foreigner for such great injury done to them then they were
cried up to the world as a murderous thieving wicked people but we were the wicked ones. I
acknowledged the justice of his charge…”

June 15 - More account of the meeting and includes a lengthy section titled “Views of the
Marquesas Missionaries in respect to occupying the field two at a station”

Includes a letter by Kawealoha in Hawaiian to the Missionary Society at Honolulu.

June 16 - recounts meetings with natives

Leaves on June 23.

John S. Emerson. Manuscript “Report of visit to Fatuhiwa & Hivaoa.” [1857]. 30 pp.

Beginning “In compliance with an appointment from the Hawaiian Mis. Society, I took passage
on the Morning Star May 1st 1857 for the Marquesas Isls.” Likely a draft of his final report. An
edited and summarized account from his diary, with questions and answers and account of
business transacted at the meetings.

John S. Emerson. Manuscript “Waialua Station Report for 1858.” 24 pp., plus 1 p. redundant
draft.

Three different versions of a summary of the state of the Waialua Mission. Discusses the
construction of wooden buildings, as well as crops, roads, the price of pasturage, Mormonism,
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the state of the Church, and indications of “progress,” including the fact that “a large number of
people, who were once docile, tractable & ready to listen to the voice of instruction, are now, like
many children, when approaching man-hood, obstinate, self-willed, suspicious, incredulous, &
apparently ready to objure the name of Christian, in which they once gloried.” Also a page of
Church statistics for 1858.

John S. Emerson. Journal of a Visit to the U.S. from the Sandwich Isls. commenced
February 28 1860. California and Panama, Feb. 18 to May 3, 1860. 24 pp.

Documents his time in San Francisco and the various excursions he undertakes from the city and
to other California locales. He attends various religious services and meets many religious men.

San Francisco; February 1860 - “Embarked on board the Frances Palmer on the 28th after a
rough but pleasant voyage of 18 days arrived at San Francisco.”

Feb. 18 - “By invitation spent the day with Mrs. E. at Mr. Hawley’s. Heard Mr. Lacy preach at
Mr. Willey’s Church in the morning, spoke to the Sabbath school at noon. Preached for Mr.
Ronell in the P.M. & attended Dr. Scott’s meeting in the evening where we met Rev. Mr.
Williams & wife, who insisted on our leaving the Palmer & coming directly to their house &
making our home with them while we remained in the city.”

Feb. 19 - “After prayer went to seek a passage on the steamer for Tuesday & found it impossible
to get a passage. Engaged a passage for the next steamer. April 5th. … After lunch took a ride in
a [?] over the city & out to the Catholic mission 2 or 3 miles & saw a most beautifully adorned
cemetery. In the evening rec’d calls from Rev. Mr. Loomis missionary to the Chinese & Rev. Mr.
Williamson of the Dutch Reformed Church who teaches a young ladies school. Enjoyed a very
pleasant visit.”

Feb. 21 - “Now for the ministers of San Francisco. So far as I see them they are [?] eminently
proactive men. Their preaching is rich, new, simple, practical. Their style is drawn from the
country in which they lived, the scenes & scenery with which they are surrounding & the
business & business habits of the people among whom they move. Mr. Lacy says that returned
missionaries are very apt to fail in their addresses by not methodising[?] what they have to say
about their field of labor.”

March 22 - Visit to Sacramento “Rev. Mr. Walsworth led me directly to Mr. Beckwith’s study in
Mr. Berson’s church where I found a bed in readiness & slept till nearly eight O’clock in the
morning. … Edward called on me. He went into the chamber & conversed an hour or two. E.
told me all his adventures, [?], trials & successes for the past several years in California. … His
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strong hope is that when his tunnel is completed he should be able to refund all to the amount of
at least $1,000. … A brother of Mrs. Lect[?]…last year lost…$10,000 & more by swindlers who
traded for him up in the mines. But they hope to be able to bear their losses with kind, Christian,
California courage. Last evening I attended the Methodist prayer meeting & at request, made
some remarks about the Isles for 20 minutes which were rec’d with much attention & kindness.”

March 24 - “This morning went into the Representative Hall & also into the Senate Chamber
which are finely fitted up. A bill has just been passed to locate the Capital of the State at
Sacramento. The plan of the State House & its site are agreed upon. … Sacramento is destined to
be great & flowering city. … I have taken a very pleasant ride in the cars 22 miles to Folsom &
back. … Folsom lies on the American River & is a very flourishing place only 2 years old. It is a
fine mining country.”

Mar 28 - “We were to take today a carriage ride to Timbuctoo to see the placer mining & the
hydraulic mining & after a full days drive to return this evening…but on account of the rain
which fell all the forenoon we were unable to go.”

March 29 - “Benezia has a fine Female Seminary of which a Miss Atkins with whom we have
formed a pleasant acquaintance is one of the teachers.”

March 31 - “Called on Mrs Rowell Williamsons who has a girls Seminary.”

April 1 - “Heard Dr. Scott preach in the evening. He as a preacher is rich [?] not methodical &
does much in borrowed language. Has a popular way of addressing an audience, is often so [?] &
impressive. Always affectionate but in his intercourse with men he is egotistical somewhat
severe & is always in hot water. His congregations are said to be composed of the most
fashionable people in San Francisco. … [Mr. Strong] has been to the Frazier River mines &
expended in the journey a large portion of his fortune. He retains I am told a hard & bitter feeling
against the Sand. Isl. Mission in general. … There are several places near Oakland where
ministers are much needed & are desired. It is said that 30 places could be found for ministers
without much delay could the right men be found to occupy them. … I called on Rev. H. Wood
& just as he was leaving for the Po Hatan in the steamer. He has been to Japan & now has under
his tuition[?] a class of Japanese in the English language. He is to return as soon as he can to the
east. … His family are in Hanover, N.H.”

April 5 - “Our steamer went slowly but majestically out of the harbor & bay of San Francisco on
her way to Panama… 13 ½ days to Panama. … Our company on board the steamer Golden Gate:
Glerymen in the cabin; Rev. Mr. Kellog, Rev. Mr. Briggs (Meth.), Rev. Mr Buckingham (Unit.),
Rev. Mr. Boldwire[?] & myself. In steerage, Rev. Mr. Sloane (Morav.) & Rev. Mr. Ward (colored
[?]). All but the Unitarian appear to be good, pious men. Mr. Kellog is a young man of superior
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[?] prof. [?] for the Oakland College. Among the passengers with whom I have formed
acquaintances are… Lieut. Brooks (inventor of the method of taking the soundings of deep seas
& ascertaining their bottoms)…Mr. S. Brannon (the rich & [?] Mormon). … Panama is a poor,
old town, & with the exception of a few American houses is a miserable looking place.
Aspinwall contains about 2000 people. … I called on a trader by the name of Noble who told me
he was from Middlebury, VT & had lived some 10 years in Aspinwall. He says there is no
preacher in Aspinwall or Panama of any description. Marriage is not common among the people.
It costs $25 for a poor man to get married by a Catholic Priest, so few get married.”

April 29 - “Mr. Chiever’s ‘Thou shalt not oppress the hireling in his wages.’ The latter was a
powerful tirade against the upholder of slavery &c.”

April 30 - “Saw Rev. Mr. Willy of the Cherokee Mission.”

John S. Emerson. Manuscript journal, notes, and report drafts on his trip to Micronesia.
Aboard the ship Morning Star and at the Gilbert Islands, Pitt’s Island, Tarawa, Apaiang,
Kusai/Strong’s Island, Ebon, Namarik, and other islands. July 17, 1865 to [Dec. 13, 1865].
Totaling 78 pp.

Trip of the Morning Star to Micronesia. 14 pp. Ink., apparently incomplete.
Pp. 1–4: Summary of departure dates, stop-locations, and who they dropped off and picked up.

P. 4: “Interesting features of the Missions in Micronesia”`

Pp. 4–6: Missions in the Gilbert Islands: meeting houses, educational activities, material
circumstances (buildings, but especially food) and missionary supply/support needs; disposition
of the King, opportunities (or lack thereof) for meeting people, on Pitt’s Island, Tarawa, and
Apaiang; activities of Mr. Bingham and wife.

“The missionaries at the Gilbert Isls. particularly at Tarawa looked lean & careworn. (Haina has
increased much in weight & energy since he first came on board the Morning Star.) I would say
send the Gilbert Island Missionaries a barrel of good pork and another of fish & three barrels of
poi to each family annually more than you have done & a barrel of salt besides, if you wish them
to work well.”

Pp. 6–8: “Ebon, one of the Marshall Isls.…”: Movements and transfers of the missionaries: Mr.
[Edward] Doane, Mr. and Mrs. Snow, and [the noted native Hawaiian missionary, Hezekaiah]
Aea; the schools at Ebon and their remarkable progress.
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Pp. 8–10: “Kusai or Strongs Island, sometimes called Ualau”: its unique language, only studied
by Mr. Snow; their activities and education, though Mr. Snow only visits once a year; Emerson’s
recommendations for the allocation of Mr. Snow’s time and efforts.

Pp. 10–14: “The Island of Ponape or Ascension”: Emerson spends two weeks here, reviews its
rich material/agricultural circumstances; the people (about half of whom “reckon themselves
Christians”) and the chiefs; to what extent drinking “awa” has been abandoned; the difficulties
that the landscape and five disjointed kingdoms pose to missionaries; Emerson’s
recommendation for more missionaries to join and help Mr. Doane; meeting houses on Ponape
(architectural descriptions) and their congregations.

Interesting features of the Missions in Micronesia. To Rev. L. H. Gulick. N.d., 7 pp., incomplete.
Mostly a copy of initial sections of the Trip of the Morning Star.

Interesting features of the Missions in Micronesia. 1865, 6 pp. Another draft, covering the
Gilbert Islands, Ebon, Namarik.

[No title; rougher draft, evidently part of above documents]. 7 pp. Picking up at “Kusai” and
ending with “Bonabi” [elsewhere Ponape], after which it is signed by Emerson, as though a letter
draft.

“Bonabi is a delightful island & probably the most fruitful in Micronesia & will at some time
sustain a vast population. (Every thing planted seems to grow upon it with surprising rapidity &
almost without cultivation. Cocoanuts breadfruit, sugar-cane, bananas, oranges, coffee, cotton,
yams, etc. grow luxuriantly & with little care.)…But the field is a hard one for the Missionary to
cultivate, broken up by mountains divided by streams cut off here & there by impenetrable
jungle often extending far inland, & standing surrounded by a lagoon…these all add greatly to
the embarrassment of the voyager & creates almost an impossibility to the pedestrian. Again the
island being divided into four or five kingdoms adds not a little to the perplexities of the
Missionary, as the chiefs or kings are not always united in their laws or their interests, & some of
the foreigners of whom there are many on the island seem to think that Bonabi is a paradise for
wanderers from God placed outside of the moral world, not included in the decalogue but fitted
up for the convenience of those who choose it.”

“If a box of second hand ladies garments, of any color or shape could be sent for females at
Bonabe they would be gratefully received.”

Trip of the Morning Star to Micronesia [rough, at times fragmentary notes covering the voyage
from 17 July departure to 13 Dec. return to Honolulu]. 4 pp.
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“Friday 10th. Wind began strong from S.W. P.M. The Morning Star has Anchored 19 times
Laid off & on 8 times
Been absent almost 5 months
Sailed 10,000 miles
Been detained at stations 4 ½ weeks
Arrived at Honolulu Wednesday Dec 13 1865”

Also including a summary of “Locations & Removals” of missionaries.

[Disbound from a journal]. Entries from 12 August–17 October. 40 pp.
Evidently his personal narrative record of the trip, with source-information for his reports.
Tarawa, Apaiang, Pitts Island, Ebon, Namarik, Strongs Island, Bonabie [elsewhere Ponape],
Kusaie; discussing meetings with kings, Sabbath services, schools, progress in education,
meeting attendance, addressing congregations through interpreters, fellow missionaries and their
movements and needs, etc.

[Pitts Island]: “The Captain Mr Snow & myself…Met the King & chiefs & made known our
business. The king appeared kind but cautious having several enquiries to make, one or two of
the chiefs apparently prompting him to enquiries of a cautious character. Evidently fearing lest
the missionaries should lay claims that would interfere with their rights to live & manage as they
chose without our interference. He at length gave his full consent that the Missionaries remain.
On which Mr Snow presented the King with a flannel blanket & a globe lamp with which he
appeared well pleased. We then asked for a piece of land for the Missionaries to build on, & the
spot he pointed out a strip of 8 or 10 rods well wooded with cocoanuts & [?] fruit…and for this
we paid in cash a satisfactory sum $10.

The king is about 20 years old…& rather commanding. He three or four months since caused
some 20 or 30 of his people to be shot & killed, it is said that one of them his uncle was anxious
for more power & asked for such favours as he regarded mutinous in its aspect. He then called
his chiefs all together ostensibly to kill of the foreigners but had picked his men & when all were
in readiness he ordered his select men each to shoot his man, the women rushed in to see their
dying husbands & as some were not dead they fired again & some women were shot.”

[“Mile”]: “The people of Marshals Island appear docile & profess to be Christians. But very few
of them know much beyond the name & who of treat them best in their trade. Their ornaments
for the ears are very barbarous. They first slit down in the [skin? rim?] from top to bottom then
slit down half way to the mouth on each side somewhat like this [ink drawing] making this
section of the ear large enough to put my arm coat & all through the apperture.”
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[Ebon]: “Friday by noon or soon after all was in readiness to embark, the people Aea & all
understanding that they were to lose a friend in Mr Doan & a loss in the continued absence of Mr
Snow. At 4 o’clock we sing a hymn on the shore & Mr Doane & wife took leave of his
affectionate people, Mr Snow of his wife & people & we parted, not forgetting the parting of
Paul on the seashore at Miletus as he took leave of the church at Ephesus.”

[Namarik]: “We dined with Kapali…on breadfruit & chicken & at 4 oclock left them for the
Morning Star Kapali & Elemakula came off on board for some medicines &c, they entered their
little canoe nearly at sunset, when Mr Snow Doane & wife struck up good old Hymn ‘Waft waft
ye wind the story & you ye waters roll till like a sea of glory it roll from poll to poll’ &c. They
returned to their lonely home among the Island trees & we pursued our way S.W. for Pleasant
Island…”

[Bonabi]: “The Nanakin is regarded as a cruel, brutal & beastly man & worthy to be taken into
custody by any who have power & influence to arraign him. The coldblooded wilful murder of a
young woman because she did not choose to join his harem was an act of barbarity that fear only
prevents both foreigners & chiefs from punishing. The woman left his tribe, he sent for her as a
fugitive slave to avoid a war between two tribes she consented to go back. He ordered her tied up
to a tree with her back & arms fastened to the tree. He went up to her & said you are the woman
are you she said yes. He then ordered a boy near by to give him a knife, he took it & plunged it
into her bowels, saying you are the woman are you, while he was plunging & working the knife
in her bowels, & after he had murdered his victim he held up his knife…saying this knife is
destined to be the end of 7 others persons. He moreover threatened the lives of all his people who
might attend Mr Sturges meeting on the sabbath. Many dare not go for fear of him, but some go
in spite of his threats.”

Stopping at [Ginyin?] Island, Emerson describes rowing up a walled canal that seems to have
been built by “a race” that had lived there and “were possessed of industry & perseverance.”

Sections on Pleasant Island, October 17, 1865, discussing its size, population, number of
foreigners, government, food, “Articles brought on board the Morning Star to be sold,” “Industry
of the People,” a recent famine, “Appearance of the people,” “Prospects of a Missionary,” and
“Objections.”

Ursula Sophia Newell Emerson journals

Ursula Emerson and John S. Emerson. Manuscript epistolary journal. Aboard the Ship
Averick, Rio de Janeiro, Juan Fernandez Island, and Waialua, Oahu, Hawaii. Dec. 5, 1831 to Jan.
15, 1832. 8vo (10 x 8 inches) manuscript. 48 pp. (1 p. blank), pp. 1-32 are voyage.
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Explicitly presented as a journal “designed primarily for both my parents” but addressed to her
mother, as “it is pleasanter to have one person in view while writing.” Commenced aboard the
whaling ship Averick out of New Bedford, 5 December 1831, initially describing events from
their boarding the Averick on Nov. 26 to Dec. 5.

Describes departure (leaving the wharf, the “Mission family” united in singing “Blessed be the
tie than binds…”). They reach open water and stow “trunks and baggage.” The sea is initially
calm, but they soon encounter a horrific gale. Many “necessities and articles” are destroyed.
Most significantly, they lose their whale oil. Sea sickness overtakes nearly everyone, including
sailors. They emerge from the worst of it without loss of life.

Dec. 1, p. 4 - "the sea tho rough was much less so than it had been. The captain had just descried
a wreck about 3 miles ahead and was making directly for it. It proved to be the Corsair of
Charlestown, S.C. The foremast was wholly gone & part of the main mast. A few bales of cotton
were lashed on deck, but not a living soul was to be seen. Probably all the crew had perished in
the gale, through which in rich mercy we were preserved…we had not been swallowed up.”

Following this harrowing episode, the party begins to settle and get more comfortable, although
still adjusting to circumstances at sea:

Dec. 5, p. 5 “You would smile to see us attempt to eat. If on a moveable seat, we are liable to be
landed without ceremony at the opposite side of the cabin. Sometimes all the dishes on the table
are upset, and the food lodged in our laps, or on the floor…this morning at breakfast as my
husband and I were sitting upon a trunk…the pan of fried pork gravy & all was thrown suddenly
from the table into his lap…”

Dec. 6, p. 7 - Sailing circumstances improve. “We are now with a fine breeze sailing rapidly
along…While my parents & Cousin Ann are seated by a good, cheerful fireside & experiencing
the cold blasts of winter, we are fanned by a breeze as warm as that of May or June…My dear
husband & I spent an hour after sunset on the deck watching the proud motion of our vessel as
she rode majestically through the waters & bearing us with rapidity farther & farther from all we
hold dearest on earth to a land of heathen darkness.”

Dec. 7, pp. 8–9 - The missionaries hold devotional services on deck. “The Captain uniformly
attends with us, and seems favourably disposed…Some few of the crew were present this eve. O,
that they might be brought to bow at the feet of Jesus & taste his pardoning love. May we not
hope if we are faithful in duty & fervent in prayer, the Lord will make known the riches of his
grace to these poor, ignorant seamen.” She describes luminous waves supposed to be caused by
“phosphorescent animalcules which float upon the surface of the water.”
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Dec. 12, p. 9 - She describes their rather tight quarters. “Our room, which serves for a bed
chamber, dressing room, study, private parlour &c. If 6 feet long, 5 feet broad, & 6 ft. high. Our
berth, a little crib built on one side extends out nearly half the width of the room. Under it we
have stowed away 12 trunks (by the way several of them are not our own) two of them projecting
at the head form a very comfortable seat. At the other end our night cabinet forms another. These
are our only chairs, indeed we have no room for any others, for all the floor unoccupied is a
space directly before the door about 3 feet by 2. Our door is made to slide without hinges. We
keep it open most of the time & supply its place by a curtain. Besides this we have a place for
our portable desks, two band boxes, two umbrellas, 2 or 3 small shelves for books, a looking
glass, & for all our loose clothing you will suppose we have learned to make much of a little
room…As yet we have not been troubled by vermin excepting cockroaches.”

Dec. 20, p. 10 - The vessel has been rocking again and many are sick. They are still without oil,
burning butter for light. “It burns tolerably well in this warm climate. Some of our evenings are
spent almost in the dark, but we are hoping for better times.”

Dec. 25, pp. 13-14  - The lighting situation improves. “We have now through the goodness of
God plenty of oil for light. The two whales caught Saturday afforded more than 40 barrels of oil.
I wish you could have seen the huge creatures while they lay alongside the ship. They were about
30 feet long & 20 in circumference. This was not a third of the length of some whales. They
sometimes afford more than 100 barrels of oil. I have often imagined how a whale would look,
but found the picture in my mind very unlike the reality. It is a very clumsy shapeless animal &
as it lies in the water resembles a log of black wood as much as anything I can mention. The
head is of very disproportionate length, more than a fifth if not one fourth the length of the whole
body. I looked a long time for its eyes & almost began to conclude that it had none. At last the
eye was showed me on the side nearly at the place where the head is united with the body. Near
the top of the head toward the backside is the aperture through which it breathes & spouts. This
somewhat resembles the form of the nostril of an ox, but is much larger. As to the mouth I hardly
know how to describe it, but will attempt to give you some idea of it. Recollecting that the head
is as large as the body suppose the animal a barrel with one of the staves broken a fourth part of
its length. This stave hanging off from the barrel in a small angle would represent the under jaw
when the mouth is open. A row of large white teeth appearing upon the inside… ” [page long +
description]

Jan. 2, 1832, p. 15-16 Notes they have crossed the equator and encountered oppressive heat.
“Got into the trade winds & are proceeding with tolerable rapidity on our way…A few degrees
each side of the equator, the region of calms, squalls, thunder & lightning & water spouts is
called the swamp…It is only 5 weeks since we left America, but the change of climate is almost
inconceivable. While you are shivering over a large fire, we are opening every possible avenue
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for the admission of air & perspiring with intense heat. Our state rooms having no opening
excepting by door, are almost as hot as an oven…since it has been so warm my husband does not
attempt to sleep in our berth but occupies a board laid across our trunks by the side. When I
awake in the night, almost suffocated with heat & want of air, I sometimes jump up & run on
deck to inhale the purer atmosphere.”

Jan. 7, p. 18 - “Capt S. has recently been examining the fore mast of our vessel & finds it very
much decayed. He thinks it will not possibly answer to go round the stormy cape & that we must
unavoidably put into some port to make repairs. Rio Janeiro S. America will be the place.”

Jan. 11, p. 19 - They arrive in the region of the harbor of Rio de Janeiro. “What we shall do with
ourselves during the time we do not know, probably shall be obliged to leave the ship & find a
boarding place in the city. If we were to stay in the ship we should be confined below on account
of the deck being occupied by the carpenter & lumber connected with repairing the vessel. This
would be a very great exposure of the health in so warm a climate.”

“This morning we have arrived very near to the entrance of the harbour. The entrance is between
two mountains which rise abruptly from the ocean in the form of cones. The one to the left called
the sugar loaf, rose almost perpendicularly to the height of above 200 feet (I should imagine) &
made a most majestic appearance…I can only say the scene before & around was indescribably
beautiful & sublime surpassing anything I ever saw.”

Ursula signs off and sends the first portion of her journal to her parents via a ship leaving Rio.
Due to illness, she does not resume until three months later.

April 24, pp. 21-22 - Two weeks after leaving the harbour, I was attacked with a bilious affliction
of the stomach attended with some inflammation of the bowels. For some time medicine did not
produce the desired effect, but after taking three emeticks and cathartics without number, &
applying mustard freely to the stomach, I was finally relieved.” She provides a long description
of her illness, which was exacerbated by exceedingly rough seas, and comments much on matters
of appetite and eating. “I thought at one time a slice of fresh beef broiled just to chew & suck the
juice would nourish me very much. The very next day, the sailors caught a fine porpoise which
when broiled somewhat resembled beef. This relished very much although I could not swallow a
particle. The porpoise is a large clumsy fish from 6 to ten feet long, from 2 to 5 in circumference
& half a food to 2 feet in diameter. The flesh tastes and looks some like venison, scarcely at all
like any other fish I have ever tasted.”

May 3, p. 25 - “While we were in the high latitudes S. of the equator, before & during our
passage round Cape Horn, the cabin windows together with the dead lights (close shutters
outside the window) were perfectly secured, so that our light was admitted solely from small sky
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lights above. Reading or work could not be attended to without a lamp. The only air to be
obtained was from the door the short time we could have it open on account of the cold. You
may well suppose such a situation rather dreary united too as it very frequently was with the
howling of the wind, the tumultuous noise of the waves & the violent tossing of the vessel. Yet
those in health were full of life & animation.”

May 3, pp. 25-26 - “Although during the three first weeks after the commencement of my
sickness we were in a constant gale, yet our passage around cape Horn , the point so much
dreaded by mariners for tempests & storms, was remarkably smooth & pleasant.…Capt. S. said
he had never had so fine a passage around the cape.”

May 3, p. 27 - Descriptions of the crew, who with the exception of the Captain are “universally
addicted to the sin of profaneness, an oath under any circumstance of excitement being as natural
as their breath” and who are “too great cowards to present themselves” for meetings “without the
darkness to hide them.”

May 7, pp. 28-29 excellent description of the Island of Juan Fernandez, which they sailed by
during her illness in March, including the landscape, food, its cultivation (or lackthereof) by the
inhabitants, and the provisions they gathered and bought there.

May 9, p. 30 - “The captain hopes to land us at Oahu in about a week. Yes, my dear parents we
have almost arrived at the land where we hope to be permitted to spend our days teaching the
benighted heathen the way of salvation.

May 10, p. 31 - “The island [of Juan Fernandez] is 13 miles long & four wide, a mountainous
mass of volcanic rock. The ravines appear to be covered with trees almost to the tops of the
mountain, as well as the defiles between them, and were the place inhabited by enterprising
people, might be very fruitful. It is uninhabited on the N.W. side–is under despotick
government–belongs to Chile in S. America, and is to Chile the same as Botany Bay has been to
England, a place of banishment for criminals. The Gov., a Spaniard, holds the possession of the
island for ten years as compensation for money loaned to the government of Chile. He seems to
feel his importance very much as the king of the Isl. as he is styled, lives in idleness, spends his
time in smoking and drinking. My husband said he should rather be master of a hen coop of 2
dozen chickens, than be lord of the whole Isl. The moral condition of the few inhabitants is truly
deplorable. Few can read, or have any inclination to it. They have a school house,  but very little
instruction connected with it. Are nominally Roman Catholicks–have 3 priests–one of the caves
is fitted up to be the temple for yr. services with pictures & images of the rudest
workmanship…”

Now in Hawaii
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May 18, p. 33 - They land on Oahu and are welcomed by their fellow missionaries and “crowds
of natives stood round, ready to greet us, if they could meet our eye, with the customary
salutation of ‘aloha’ or ‘love to you.’ A waggon, drawn by natives was ready for part of our
number. Three of us jumped in, & were drawn off upon a full trot. You would have smiled to
have seen us whirled along by the poor ragged half naked creatures.”

May 18, p. 34 - “Mr. C[aswell] now lives in a good stone house recently built—two stories
high—three rooms on the ground. The stone is coral rock & does not look very smooth or
elegant but it is the best & cheapest material of which to construct a house in this land. The
native houses when new can be made very comfortable, but they will not last more than 3 or 4
years. After they are old especially in the rainy season they are extremely uncomfortable &
expose the health of those who live in them. The materials of which they are composed being
highly combustible in the dry season should they catch fire there would be hardly a possibility of
saving them or much within them. The carpenter’s shop at this station was consumed by fire a
few days before our arrival together with a large quantity of lumber, which is a very serious loss
to the mission.”

July 27, pp. 36-37 - “Waialua is situated on the NE [should be NW] shore of Oahu about 30
miles distant from Honolulu, which is on the S. shore. This is the distance by land. To come by
water is 70 or 80 miles. As there is no road or any kind of a vehicle & our goods could not be
brought on horseback, we chose the latter method. Set sail in a small native schooner Monday
the 23, and after a passage of less than 24 hours arrived at our destination. The vessel was too
small to contain all our baggage, but we brought sufficient to be comfortable until the remainder
are sent. As none of the brethren are appointed to be our permanent associate it was thought best
that Mr. Clarke should come & spend the summer, until Mr E. is able to preach in the native
language. He & his wife and children came over by land several days before us. They occupy a
small native house at a little distance from ours. Two new houses are building but a few steps
from this which we shall occupy (“Deo volenti”) as soon as they are completed. The natives
bring the materials & build the houses as a voluntary offering. As many as a hundred or over are
at this moment upon or around one of the houses, some busily employed, others merely
spectators, but all using their tongues with the greatest facility. Could you be transported here in
a moment from your quiet dwelling you would be almost stunned with the noise. Mother’s head I
suspect would soon ache. Yet is does not trouble me, but I am sometimes much amused when I
listen for a moment to their unintelligible chattering. Very few of them have on any clothing
excepting the maro or girdle of native cloth about their loins. A few of the principal ones are
decently dressed, but only a small part have even a shirt in their possession to wear upon any
occasion. When they go to meeting in addition to the maro they wear a large square piece of
native cloth, tied up in a knot upon the shoulder & hanging down below the knees. Some keep
this on while at work, but it is rather an incumbrance.”
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August 20, p. 40 - John Emerson writes in Ursula’s journal: “Having spoken of our houses & our
house for the natives Perhaps I may say a word or two about our natives; of these we have three
under our care a man & his wife with an infant. We have besides a little girl 13 years old; these
stay with us because they choose to do so with liberty to go when they please to leave us but
while they stay they are under our control. But do I say we have three servants to wait upon us
two? In some respects we have; & in other respects we have three under our care whom we are
specially bound to serve while they are with us. As to the help these natives afford us, a little girl
in America 12 years old would be worth much more than the whole of them. With a native of the
Sandwich Islands time is in general of no account, their staple food costs but a trifle perhaps 8 or
10 cents per week & as to clothing they come to us without any except a strip of cloth a yard &
½ long & ¼ of a yard wide. Whatever we put on them is so much clear gain to them & [loss of
word] be give them at once they will give it away to someone more needy, perhaps more lazy,
than themselves. The idea of having about us servants destitute of ambition & destitute of energy,
waiting our call to do as we command, is an idea that I used to think I could but poorly brook,
but so long as the government of the Sandwich islands is what it is this people will have but very
small inducement to enterprise—the government is indeed improving but the progress of reform
is very slow. May the Lord hasten the time when this people shall feel themselves to be men &
shall act like men.”

Pp. 40-41 - “To misunderstand is not a very peculiar failing among the natives of these islands
but to not understand at all is a very common thing among them. They have a good degree of
judgment & skill about some things, but to sit down & think is something that they are not used
to. I believe they have no word in their language whose meaning is to study or to calculate or
reckon. The same word they use for reckon means also to guess.”

September 9, p. 44 - Her new routing giving singing class and early progress in the language; the
influence of “foreigners” on the natives at Honolulu.

September 9, p. 46 - Much on food. “Talo is the most abundant of any other article of food & [?]
baked & made into a kind of thin paste (poi) is the choice food of all the natives. We boil it &
when cold fry it. I am not very fond of it but Mr. E thinks it more than supplies the place of Irish
potatoes for him.”

September 24, p. 47 - “Mr. E. has made me two cupboards which I value much. Every thing that
is not secured in some way is constantly liable to be destroyed by the herds of vermin with which
we are annoyed. The mice & cockroaches leave nothing untouched which is within their reach.
Without we use the greatest caution the cockroaches will get into our trunks & drawers & devour
our clothing. Some of the missionaries have been obliged to sleep in gloves to keep the animals
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from gnawing their fingers…& you might as well think of flying away as of ridding yourself of
fleas…”

September 30, p. 48 - “My husband preached in native once last Sabbath & is preparing another
sermon this week. Must of course write slowly in this strange tongue for some time to come.”

Ursula Emerson and John S. Emerson. Manuscript epistolary journal. Waialua, Oahu, Hawaii.
Jan. 27, 1833 to Nov. 3, 1833. 8vo (10 x 8 inches) manuscript. 40 pp.

January 28, p. 2 - “Brother Chamberlain from Honolulu spent the Sabbath with us &
accompanied my husband on his tour. They left yesterday morning & Mr. E. will return
tomorrow & go another way for the remainder of the week. Their labours are very severe during
these tours. Sometimes the path is impassable for a horse & they must go on foot for miles over
craggy mountains & precipitous descents. Stop at a settlement, examine a school, preach, or
instruct the concourse of natives usually collected on such occasions, take some food & go on
stiff & weary, sleep on the matted floor of a native hut without bed or bedding excepting a
blanket and cushion they may carry with them. Among the better sort however they are furnished
with a good set of tapas, which are dry comfortable sheets. We have two men & their wives
living with us. One of them has gone with my husband to carry his baggage, which consists of a
large pillow I made on purpose for his comfort when he goes on such excursions. The old red
blanket you gave me when I came away & which is a very valuable article, & a box of provisions
Sister P. gave [me] containing a knife, fork, plate, &c. For such things are very rare among the
natives. He is accompanied by a large number of the natives, the headmen of the island & their
attendants so that they form quite a caravan. Lannui the chief & Kuakoa the head man keep a
number of horses & whenever Mr E wishes for one, they are at his service. The pillow I spoke of
is filled with a substance which grows in abundance on a tree or shrub & is somewhat like
cotton, only much more elastic & of a dark yellow color. Its very good for cushions & beds. We
have cotton growing but a few steps from our door yielding very nice white cotton. I presume it
might be cultivated to such an extent as to supply the natives with clothing if they had the means
& knowledge of manufacturing it. At Lahaina they have obtained some cards, a wheel & loom &
actually manufactured a piece of cloth.”

February 20, p. 3 - She mentions her school teaching—singing school Thursday and Friday
evenings, and a class of 30-40 children—as well as weekly prayer meetings, usually 3 to 400
attendees, and the prevalent illnesses among the Hawaiians and the need for a physician.

February 25, pp. 4-5 - She describes a canoe trip up the river and a walk on the beach: “Have not
been out so far since I came here. One thing which would make a walk pleasant here, & remind
us of the sweet groves of N. England is always wanting—the ‘singing of birds.’ This…never
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comes to us. They can be heard by going among the trees of the mountains at some distance, but
even there, are not very numerous. We came home much pleased with our excursion but soon
found cause of sorrow. On sitting down we almost immediately were distressed by a severe
itching of our arms, limbs, & indeed of every part of the body. At first could not conceive what
could be the cause. But on examination I found myself literally covered what the natives call
‘uku lele’ or fleas who appeared to be greedily helping themselves at my expense.”

March 29, p. 7 - “We feel that at the present time much prayer is needed not only for ourselves,
but for the poor heathen around us. Very many are catching the spirit of the King & doing
wickedly. Not so much here as at places a little remote…we hear of their drinking & drinking
rum, & that too on the Sabbath. Things at Honolulu are more quiet than they were. Gov. Adams
has returned from Maui & taken a very decided stand against the doings of the King. The
Missionaries are earnestly intreating the chh [i.e., church] to ‘ku paa i ha pono’ (stand fast to the
good,) & most of them do appear to stand firm. It is a sifting time, but we trust it will separate
the wheat from the chaff, & advance the cause of truth in the end.”

April 4, p. 8 - “Though we do not often see any white faces but our own, yet, my dear Parents,
we are not lonely or unhappy. Did we not enjoy each others’ society, & feel a confidence, that we
are at least attempting to do some good, we might be dejected indeed.”

April 5, p. 9 - “Two young gentlemen from Scotland, making the tour of this Island arrived here
Wednesday & left this morning. Came to the Isls. in a ship recently from London…They
ascended Mouna [sic] Kaala yesterday a high peak near here, & made a number of geological &
botanical observations…We were happy to have it in our power to show them the rites of
hospitality & to treat them with all due attention, but I should not be in the least surprised if in
return we should be spoken of in some British periodical as other Missionaries have been before
us as belonging to a weak ignorant set of people unfit for any thing but to instruct degraded
heathen[s]….”

April 8, pp. 9-10 - “We have daily repeated calls for medicine recently a number of infants have
been brought to us sick As I learn how the mother treats her infant, I wonder why all do not
die…As soon as 3 days after the birth of the child, poi, potatoes & even fish, yes uncooked fish
are put down its throat as though it could not live without them.”

April 8, pp. 10–11 - She describes more about the care of infants (lack of washing, skin sores and
infections) and discusses the various advantages of missionary couples over “bachelors,” and the
importance of female missionaries.

After a hard journey over land and water with baby Samuel, which they undertook on June 5,
they attend General Meeting at Lahaina and Ursula is glad to see other white women. She reports
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on the health of their fellow missionaries, several of whom are not well, and one of whom—Mr.
Fuller, the printer—“is in a deplorable state of health—is now raving crazy & obliged to be
confined by tying his hands & feet. Was ill & somewhat deranged most of the voyage. This is a
very trying providence. His help in the printing department is very much needed, as Mr. Shepard
is ill & unable to do any thing” (p. 16).

July 26, p. 20 - “…we have no trouble with native temper excepting in cases where it comes in
immediate contact with our wishes views & opinions as in those, who live with us. The man who
came to live with us when we first commenced housekeeping has a violent temper & has
sometimes shown it out in truly heathen style. If we can manage so as not to cross him very
much, he is faithful & willing  to oblige us, & more active than the majority of natives. But if we
reprove him or refuse to grant what we consider an unreasonable request, forthwith he is contrary
and as unmanageable as a [?]. When we first took him he was literally naked…Yet as soon as he
began to be decent, pride & impudence were very apparent in his behaviour. We shall probably
think it our duty to send him away before too long.”

August 23, p. 20 - “Multitudes are following after the doings of the king drinking rum &
practising other shameful vices. Many in our vicinity are drawn into the snare. A few weeks
since the king sent word that he was making the circuit of the island & should arrive here on the
Sabbath. All due preparations was made by the head men of the land to receive his majesty with
proper attention. A house was building [sic] forthwith & quantities of food were to be prepared
& placed in it on Saturday ready for him & his attendants. We dreaded the consequences of his
visit very much as we knew that in all probability many would be induced to do wickedly. But a
day or two before his arrival was expected, word came that in a drunken frolick he got fighting
with one of his men & was so much injured by the blows, which he received as to be unable to
proceed on his tour.…We felt thankful, that the Lord had defeated his foolish purposes. O that he
would turn his heart into himself.”

She describes their Sabbath dinner, what they generally eat, updates on baby Samuel, her
thoughts of home (pp. 20-24); John Emerson’s teacher examinations for native Hawaiians, the
King’s visit and attendant noise and chaos (described in published account).

September 22, pp. 27–28 - baby Samuel gets sick, the doctor is called; afterwards, Mr. Emerson
and Mr. Bingham go to interview and select church members, and the new meeting house is
used. (These entries are only summarized in the published version).

October 15, p. 32 - “…the washing is done in a very different manner from yours. The clothes
are taken to a fine spring (we have several but a few steps from the door,) & washed out in cold
water with [?] soap. When I first commenced housekeeping I thought I would not have my
washing done so, & undertook to learn my native man, who did my work to wash in warm water
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to boil the clothes etc. I learned him so that he did pretty well, but he needed me constantly to
look after him, & he thought it very hard, & I found that to let him take his own way with cold
water at the spring cost me much less work, & the clothes looked just about as well as he made
them look in warm water. Soap is an expensive article as we have had none yet but what is
brought from America & to boil them would take no little. The wood too is saved wh[ich] is a
costly article with us. Some of the Missionaries who have had natives with them for many years
have learned them to make bread, but I do not feel as though I should be willing to see a native’s
hands in my bread pan at present. Those who are sick a great deal & obliged to give up their
work to their natives entirely, must do as they can. It costs no little self denial I assure you to
submit to let a dirty native do my work. It would be much pleasanter to us both to live by
ourselves & do what little we have to do. I say it would be pleasanter in itself considered, but as
we came here to devote ourselves to the instruction of the people we feel it our duty to teach
those about us to assist as much as possible, that we may have the more time for our appropriate
work.”

October 27, p. 34 - John S. writes just over 5 pp. here, with the preface: “Dear Parents Ursula has
engaged to comb my head & in the mean time I am to write for her which I do you Dear Parents
with very much pleasure.” He responds to what they consider exaggerated reports of native
Hawaiians’ ‘progress’:

“It is to us truly painful to know that the great body of the children are growing up with
but a few rays more of light than beamed upon their dark-hearted parents; & these painful
emotions I confess are often increased almost to anguish when I think that you are reading in Mr
Stewarts journal that this people, from their facilities to [?] subsistence & their great attention to
schools & instruction are promising to become at no distant period one of the most enlightened
& literary people on the globe. I feel that the fewness of their wants the ease with which these
wants are supplied, & the great amount of time, which they find lounging[?] on their hands with
nothing in which they must necessarily occupy it is promising to be one of the greatest obstacles
in the way of our pouring light & truth into their dark hearts.…they live too close to nature or
rather too far from civilization & refinement” (pp. 35-36).

November 3, p. 39 - Preparing to send this section of diary to her parents, Ursula writes: “You
see it has been written with no studied exactness but upon the impulse of the moment when I
could catch my pen for a little time. I trust it is for the eye of my friends only. What I have at any
time said in any way in regard to the conduct of the king should never fall into the hands of any
one, who might bring it back here, for there are enough enemies to the cause to interpret it where
it might do incalculable mischief. Anything of the kind should never put in writing.”

Ursula Emerson. Manuscript epistolary journal. Waialua, Oahu, Hawaii. March 4, 1834 to
Aug. 21, 1834. 8vo (10 x 8 inches) manuscript. 24 pp.
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March 4, pp. 1-2 - Their house is almost complete, but they have trouble with the workmen—one
in particular: “The fourth a mulatto has left us, not however until he had caused us no little
trouble & anxiety. He proved himself out to be a vile fellow, by seducing the wife of one of our
native men to an illicit connexion with himself, in consequence of which they both—she and her
husband—had that deadly disease the venereal complaint. Our man was sick & unable to do any
thing for several weeks before we mistrusted the nature of or cause of his complaint. The truth at
length came to light, & Mr. E. charged the mulatto with it. He at first stoutly denied it, until he
was obliged to confess it, but then manifested no penitence, was very angry & immediately left
bag & baggage. The woman was sentenced by the law of the land to make three fathoms of stone
wall around a certain fish pond for her fine, of course she & her husband left us & they did not
wish to return. We had placed much confidence in them & hoped to have them for permanent
help, but it was otherwise ordained. You may well conceive that such a thing occurring in our
family would be no little trial to us both, to say nothing of the work it occasioned me by taking
off my help.”

[March] 25, pp. 3-4 - She wishes for an associate to help with the work and give them
companionship, and describes new additions to the Church during “communion season.” She
mourns at having no letters from home for so long

April 7, pp. 5–6 - Visit of the Princess Nahienaena; visit to the house where a man from her
retinue had just died; the practice of wailing and mourning, and the apparent indifference to
death that Ursula perceives once it has occurred.

May 2, p. 7 - Their house is done. “We can now have a place for retirement without being in the
hearing of every thing that is done & said about us.”

May 13, pp. 7-8 - She suffers and recovers from a severe attack of colic.

June 4, pp. 9-10 - much lengthier description of their difficult voyage to General Meeting than is
published, including her riding on the back of her husband and of Mr. Robinson, the carpenter: “I
took off my stockings & shoes with the intention of trying the ford[?] but Mr. R & my husband
insisted that I could be carried in safety Mr. R. took me upon his back, & with Mr. E’s assistance,
at length landed me safely upon the opposite shore.”

July 7, pp. 12-13 - Lengthy description of the death of Mr. Shepard and her own painful
difficulty with her ears (July 8, 12).

July 23, p. 17 - [the death of Scottish botanist David Douglas] “Dr. Judd brought us the
intelligence just received at H. of the sudden and awful death of an English gentleman on the
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island of Hawaii by falling into a pit, which had been dug for wild cattle, where was a wild
bullock. He was an intelligent, interesting man—had resided some time at the islands for the
purpose of making geological, geographical & botanical observations. I saw him at H. just before
he sailed for Hawaii—he appeared well, but probably was wholly unprepared to meet death.”

August 11, p. 18 - In reply to her father’s questions, she discusses the fruits and vegetables that
grow well (this is lengthier than in published version): “Radishes grow very rank[?] and to a
monstrous size, but they are too strong to eat. Pine apples are often brought us but we think them
unhealthy & do not eat much of them.…There are likewise some lemons and limes but I have
never had any.”

August 13, p. 19 - “Were it in my power I should love to present to the dear children in Nelson
[N.H.] a picture of my Sab. School, as the children are assembled before one for instruction. It
now numbers over 100 children from the ages of 3 t o16 or perhaps 20 years. They have no seats
but sit in rows upon the mats, which are the only floor of our meeting house. Neither are they
furnished with good clothing as you are dear children. Very many of the little boys have nothing
but a girdle around their loins and a piece of kapa or native cloth thrown over their shoulders.
Some few of the older ones are so fortunate as to have a shirt, & fewer still the addition of
pantaloons. Most of the little girls have a loose dress of calico or cotton or at least of kupa, but
some have nothing but a piece of kapa wrapped around them. Yet still very many of them have as
bright eyes & intelligent faces as any of you & had they the same means of instruction might
learn as fast…”

Pp. 20-24 - These pages contain messages for home and discuss sending, as agreed at General
meeting, for various female family members to join them in their household and work. Last entry
dated August 21.

Ursula Emerson. Manuscript epistolary journal. Waialua, Oahu, Hawaii. May 21, 1835 to Nov.
10, 1835. 8vo (10 x 8 inches) manuscript. 19 pp.

May 25, 1835, pp. 1-2 - “Mr. P. hopes to improve[?] the first opportunity for sailing to Canton &
from thence to America. He will then have been round the world. During his residence at these
Islands he has visited a large portion of the Mission stations & it is possible he may publish
something of his travels should he live to get home. … [He has the] knowledge of the state of
things, the real condition of the people, their customs, manners &c.”

June 6, p. 3 - “The long looked for ship, the Hellespont … the missionaries came on shore a little
after noon immediately after which we all met at the house of bro. Bingham. … Prayer was
offered, the instructions of the Prudential Committee read, & a hymn sung.”
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June 17, p. 4 - Converting Hawaiians. “We feel deeply for our dear children born as they are in
this land of strangers far from the many choice privileges of our beloved native land. & we need
to labor & to pray in faith for their immediate conversion.”

June 27, p. 4 - “The ship Hellespont which brought the Missionaries leaves this port to day for
Canton.”

June 30, p. 5 - They return to Waialua from Honolulu after an absence of several weeks. “We are
at our station and home much sooner than we anticipated. Yesterday just before noon we learned
that a schooner was on the point of sailing for Waialua. In less than 3 hours we with all our
baggage were on board under sail for home, where we arrived at 7 o’clock this morning.”

July 8, p. 5 - “Had the unexpected happiness this morning of a visit from Br. Bishop & wife &
two children, Br. Lyons & Br. Smith. They were on their return from Kawai wither they had
sailed to accompany the brethren of that island. The vessel came into this harbour to take in a
part of a cargo of potatoes, poi[?] &c for the king & chiefs at Honolulu so our friends had the
unexpected pleasure of seeing us & we of welcoming them.”

July 26, p. 6 - “It is 3 years the past week since we first came to this station.”

July 30, p. 6 - “My dear husband left this morning on a tour through a part of the district of
Koolau to preach & instruct the people.”

July 31, p. 7 - Visiting the homes of families who attend their church. “Met the native mothers at
3 P.M. A good number attended. I purpose to meet them once in two weeks & instruct them in
their duties & obligations as parents. After meeting made several calls upon families in the
neighborhood. Some of them do not go to meeting or send their children to school, but live in
stupidity & heathenism. I went into one little house where two women were sitting upon the
ground pounding out the bark of the [?] tree, which makes kapa. They laid down their mallets &
gave me a very cheerful aloha. An old man was laid down near them upon a bit of an old mat
asleep. In one corner upon another mat lay a girl of 15 with no clothing but a piece of dirty kapa,
surrounded with 4 or 5 dogs. With these filthy animals she appeared as happy & as loving as
though they were her children. I tried to shame her a little & I think had she known I was to see
her she would have been in a different situation. Most of the houses into which I went looked
more suitable for the residence of pigs than of human beings. In another house where I had to
stoop not a little to enter the door, I found several families huddled together in the one apartment
with so much litter & filth as to sicken me at the first view. … After trying to make them feel,
that they had souls, which must be happy or miserable forever I left them. … Just before sunset I
made another call upon a family… Found the little girl quite sick, apparently wasting away in a
consumption. Not more than 4 or 5 years old.”

Aug. 2, p. 8 - “The object of the sermon…was made more solemn by the relation of a shocking
death which occurred last Sabbath at Ewa. A man who was fishing Sab. morning was pierced by
a sword fish & in 10 hours was a corpse. Was wounded in the wind pipe—swelled enormously &
suffocated or chocked to death. Thus the Lord met him & cut him off in his wickedness.”
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Aug. 7, p. 9 - “The [periodical] Kumu Hawaii…is published semi monthly by the Mission. …
Honolulu brethren & sisters are very kind to write … We correspond much more punctually &
familiarly than the same number of ministers’ families in New England, situated much nearer to
each other. This is a thing of course, situated as we are.”

Aug. 13, p. 9 - “Am now assisting Mr. E. in copying for the press his questions upon the 7 verses
for the week. This with my school for women 4 mornings in a week, meetings & other cares
keeps me pretty busy.”

Sept. 5, p. 10 - The need for doctors in Hawaii. “[Kauai] very much need a physician… I do
hope pious young physicians in America will take the subject of going to heathen lands into
serious consideration. They are needed no less than ministers.”

Sept. 23, p. 11 - “Our schools this week are thin as many of the scholars are gone with the
company ordered out by the high chiefs to dig salt in the salt lake a little distance from
Honolulu.”

Oct. 19, p. 11 - Guest entry (out of chronological order) by Ursula’s son “J.S.E.” The natives
harvesting salt from a salt lake. “This lake is ¾ of a mile from the sea & is obviously the crater
of an old volcano, is perhaps two miles in circumference. … The salt lay about one foot under
the water or brine[?] & was in a solid mass about one foot or one foot & ½ thick. Not less than
one or two thousand men were employed in carrying it out of the pond to the shore & to small
vessels that lay in a little bay waiting for it about one mile distant. This salt is sold at one dollar
per barrel—it is all the property of the chiefs.”

Sept. 25, p. 12 - “When there is but little wind, [the mosquitos] are almost intolerable. We could
not sleep with any comfort were it not for the thin mosquito curtains we have obtained. A year
since we have had none & we all suffered excessively.”

Sept. 27, p. 12 - Celebrates her twenty-ninth birthday. “This day I am 29 years old. Can it be that
your daughter U. is 29 & a mother of two children!”

Oct. 8, p. 13 - “My dear husband is gone to Kaneohe, Br. Parker’s station, to attend a protracted
meeting. … He expected to examine schools on his way through the district of Koolau. … The
laboring part of the population are nearly all almost[?] still at the salt lake. … have been drawing
a map of Gahu for you, finished it yesterday.”

Oct. 9, pp. 13-14 - “Have just heard of the death of a neighboring native woman who has been
sick for a long time. She had been one of my scholars…& had become somewhat enlightened &
capable of being useful. Has manifested considerable interest in religious things & we have some
reason to hope she was truly penitent.”

Nov. 1, p. 15 - “But a small portion of the population have yet returned from the salt works.”

Nov. 2, p. 16 - Native children being the focus and target of missionary work. “Some of the
children have made good improvement. We feel that the greater part of our efforts need to be
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directed to the children. In them is all our hope for a future intelligent generation. We have
abundant evidence that all things being equal they are as promising, intelligent as the same
number of children in America.”

Nov. 2, p. 16 -“A member of the children’s school & also of Mr. E’s school for men has been
convicted of breaking the 7 commandment with the wife of our chief, Laanui. He has been fined
several hogs for his crime & his father has paid them. … We have pretty good evidence that the
wife of our chief has been guilty with some others besides this boy. … She has taken some of the
girls of our school into her train & it is to be feared she will make them as bad as herself. … She
is much younger than Laanui & never was fit for his wife. … He probably married this one
because she had a pretty face. (She is a half breed & much whiter than natives in general.) … I
could discover no signs of real penitence, though she said she had done wrong.”

Nov. 3, p. 17 - Teaching singing in English. “Rode out this morning about 3 miles towards
Waimea with Mr. E. who is going thither to establish a school for the children & place a teacher
over them. … This P.M. immediately after dinner, met with the women singers for two hours. I
purpose to have a school 4 afternoons in a week for the present to teach singing. & that I could
do it in my native tongue, it is so much more pleasant.”

Nov. 5, p. 18 - “Ships are coming in daily they say. There probably will be opportunities to send
to the U. States soon, so I must draw my journal to a close.”

LETTERS (in chronological order)

Emerson letters from Hawaii
John S. Emerson. ALS to “brother & sister Newell.” Honolulu, June 22, 1861. 4 pp.

The American Civil War: “He goes to our native land at a time when the spirit of war is
raging in the community… But war is hardly worse than slavery, & if by the slaughter of 50,000
or even 100,000 of white men you can get slavery rooted out of the land it will be a worthy
sacrifice. … Better a thousand times to fight the battle now than twenty years hence when
slavery should be more extended … The lord bless our native land purge it of blood guiltiness &
never suffer it again to give any quarters to slavery.”

The Emerson children: “Nathaniel is in good health, is over six feet tall (& appears well
as a Christian). Justin is tall, healthy & studious (and would be glad to teach school one
year—but as yet finds no employment). Joseph has been laid up with a sprained[?] ankle for
three weeks & more. & he can hardly use it yet. He is quite a botanist & conchologist as well as
a good scholar generally. Oliver has been out of school the past term. He is a good scholar & our
most active child naturally. Sophia is healthy & happy. Has not yet been to school. But has made
some progress in the knowledge of books & music both vocal and instrumental.”

Ursula N. Emerson. ALS to her son Justin E. Emerson. Waipuolo Mansion, March 27-April 3,
1862. 6 pp.
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Written to Justin while he was at Williams. On guests, meetings, local children, picking
oranges, the mails, the installation of new ministers. “The exercises seemed some like a funeral
to me yesterday not that I am displeased with having another minister but you know how the
mind will look back upon the past…”

Ursula N. Emerson. ALS to her son Justin E. Emerson. Waipuolo Mansion, July 5, 1863. 4 pp.
Justin has just left from a visit. “... I cannot realize that you have actually left us, & that I

shall see your face no more for a long time, perhaps never during my earthly pilgrimage. Fain
would I clasp you to my heart & detain you in your island home, but providence seems to point
your way to the fatherland…”

Ursula N. Emerson. ALS to her son Justin E. Emerson. Honolulu, June 24, 1864. 4 pp.
She has been busy translating her husband’s 1864 general meeting report from Hawaiian

into English for transmission to Boston. They are in Honolulu for the general meeting. Not well
attended. Gives news on various missionaries and their families and on their travels to the
meeting by horseback. Samuel not well since his illness

Ursula N. Emerson. ALS to her son Justin E. Emerson. Waipuolo Mansion, August 1, 1864. 8
pp.

“... At present our Hawaiian political horizon is dark & hung over with portentous
clouds…” News that Nathaniel was dismissed from service: “O how thankful I felt that he came
out from that perilous campaign safe & sound…” Justin is graduating from Williams. News of
family and friends and on letters received and sent.

Sophie Emerson. ALS to her brother Justin E. Emerson. Waipaolo, August 1, 1864. 4pp.
She has taken over his room, she hasn’t received his letters but the Golden Age had

mechanical issues. “I have just been sucking an orange. So they ever travel within your reach…”
On neighbors, the weather, her garden, a fourth of July celebration.

Ursula N. Emerson. ALS to her son Justin E. Emerson. Waipuolo Mansion, October 16-17,
1864. 8 pp.

On meetings and services, family and friend news including on natives from their village,
detailed accounting of her day. “The legislature has just commenced its session … Your father,
Samuel & Mr. Chamberlain did not vote at all on election day, there being no candidate up they
could vote for … I suppose the King will have it all in his own way …” “So our Reverend L.
Smith is a D.D.! Quite an effect to the way the M.D.s & dignitaries of Honolulu treat him. He
was peremptorily forbidden to doctor the poor natives at all about Gen. Meeting time & much
suffering has been the result for he was doing many good who could not afford to go to those
who asked a high price for their services…”
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Writes about leprosy. “Something which is called Mai Pake is greatly increasing in many
of the valleys of our own and the other islands & if not checked threatens to wind up the mortal
destiny of many … I not infrequently wash off our settee in the veranda by the dining room with
ashes and water … It is said to be contagious but how much & how I wish not to know by
experience.”

Emma Lyman. ALS to her cousin Justin E. Emerson. [Hawaii], Oct. 26 - Nov. 23, 1864. 8 pp.
On his sending her his photograph, on his time at Williams, mutual friends, her teaching.

Samuel Emerson. ALS to his brother Justin E. Emerson. Waipaolo, April 16-24, 1865. 12 pp.
Wishing him luck at Williams. “I hope you will have good luck and do honor not only to

our ‘cannibal’ brotherhood but to the name of Emerson. ‘Cannibals’ have a high reputation at
Williams.”

On visits from various missionaries. On “a lamentable affair” at Waimea concerning Mr.
Rowell and Dr. Gulick. On seamen at Honolulu becoming active in the church, mentioning one
in particular “a deserter from the U.S. Army, from the Potomack in the time of Gen. Hooker…”

On money earned from wool and fleeces and on house repairs. On sugar production at
Waialua: “Where formerly the corn … & indigo took turns in occupying the land, now cane
usurps the sway. They commenced grinding and boiling last week. They have not put any sugar
through the centrifuges…”

Ursula N. Emerson. ALS to her son Justin E. Emerson. Waipuolo Mansion, May 17, 1865. 8
pp.

“... Your father has been over to Hawailoa to see about the work of the men who are
preparing to transplant some rice. Rice commands a good price now…” On the death of Mr.
Ingraham, the closing of schools, friends in California, and his siblings.

Ellen Lyman. ALS to her cousin Justin E. Emerson. Hilo, May 25, 1865. 4 pp.
Thanking him for a photograph, on his success at Williams. “It must be that the Island

boys are naturally smart, or American boys very lazy.” On her teaching, mutual friends, a
wedding, etc.

Ursula N. Emerson. ALS to her son Justin E. Emerson. Waipuolo Mansion, August 13-14,
1865. 12 pp.

Father has sailed on the Morning Star for Micronesia. News of his siblings. A big feast to
celebrate a holiday turned into a problem as too many natives were “ona loa” [very drunk]. “It
seems the China man who keeps store at Pukaiakea’s place sold whiskey or something of the sort
by the glass & bottle & many bought the poison.” On the death of a local. News of the other
missionaries.
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Samuel Emerson. ALS to his brother Justin E. Emerson. Mokuleia, October 11 - December 5,
1865. 12pp.

On their cattle, milking, churning butter, building a house. On prices of land for farming.
“I am not sugar-crazy yet, as some express it affected with “sugar on the brain.” On his
bachelorhood. “Do you think it would be any easier for me to get one in New Eng. than here?
Would they like to come out here with a deaf fellow like me? Or are there so many spinsters
there who have no chance that I could get as many as Brigham Young?” Explains the reason for
lengthy delay in writing and sending the letter: “... the influenza came over us like like a simooa
taking away all strength.”

Ursula N. Emerson. ALS to her son Justin E. Emerson. Waipuolo Mansion, January 1-7, 1867.
6 pp.

Wishes him happy new year. Glad he and his brother are together. His father returned
from Koolauloa “laboring among the people there” very tired and sick. “Tis too much for him to
have the care of a chh now.”

Writes of unexpected guests. “By making a speedy onslaught upon our poultry yard,
filling a pot with kale and potatoes &c &c. I succeeded in furnishing the needful for the
stomach.” The guests give her money at the end of the stay and she details how she divided it
among her native workers.

On his becoming a Mason.

Ursula N. Emerson. ALS to her son Justin E. Emerson. Honolulu, April 29 [1867]. 12 pp.
“Your last, precious letter from Boston came with Nathl’s to cheer my heart only a few

days after the death of your dear father. This then unexpected blow so sudden would have
prostrated me had not our ever sympathizing Saviour sustained me… The fact that 4 years
intervened between his first & second attack & that 4 years more had passed away since the
second had not impressed itself upon my mind till since his death … Samuel wrote you
immediately of the particulars of his attack. His right seemed paralyzed and helpless from the
first of the attack. He attempted to rise in the bed but could not … between 2 & 3 o’clock
Saturday morning he sank into a lethargic sleep from he never roused. Never again opened his
eyes or recognized anyone…” Much detail on events following.

Joseph Emerson. ALS to his brother Justin E. Emerson. Onomea Plantation, December 25-28,
1867. 6 pp.

On his work on a sugar plantation, describes in detail his Christmas dinner, his salary and
responsibilities. Describes work on the plantation and goes into great detail on the use of water
flumes to transport the cane from the fields to the mill. “We expect to make thirty tons a week of
sugar right straight along with but one gang of train boys working them sixteen hours per day. It
would be folly to think of doing such an amount of work but for the flumes.” Discusses the train
they have. On the settlement of their father’s estate and the debts of their brother Samuel.
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Ursula N. Emerson. ALS to her son Justin E. Emerson. Waialua, September 16 - October 5,
1877. 6 pp.

On Joseph’s visit. “Samuel is away at Honolulu so Natanaela had the care of the S.
School & the meeting in the A.M. The Queen Dowager, Emma & her train arrived at Waialua
yesterday PM and contrary to my expectations they all came out to meeting…” On his
engagement.

Ursula N. Emerson. ALS to her son Justin E. Emerson. Waialua, Oahu, May 8, 1884. 7 pp.
A cousin of John S. Emerson just died; the letter contains family news.
“Joseph is still on Hawaii hard at work. He told Saml in his letter that such a life as he

was leading would kill him, (Saml) I long to have him get through with this heavy work in the
wields of Hawaii I presume either he or Nathl have written you of the loss of boat by drifting out
to sea and how it was soon found and returned to him by a fisherman, all safe and sound.…The
Portuguese are numerous at the Plantation, and R M can talk a little Portuguese. Saml is trying to
learn the language somewhat. The women come to the Post Office and jabber away but I cannot
talk with them. Their children, some of them, go to the Catholic school. O that they would be
taught the truth…”

Justin S. Emerson. ALS to his brother Justin E. Emerson. Honolulu, February 18, 1920. 6 pp.
Regarding his surveys and maps of Hawaiian property. “This matter of making the line

between your little lot and L.C.A. 1896 Kamakea Lot 3 must be attended to before the owners of
the Kamakea lot have acquired title by adverse possession. I will take an early opportunity to see
Mr. W. W. Goodale, manager of the Waialua Agr. Co and get him to have his surveyor mark this
boundary on the ground (in the mud?). I think he subleases a portion of your land from the
Dillinghams. Mr. Goodale is very busy just now with the great strike on the plantations.”

Justin S. Emerson. ALS to his brother Justin E. Emerson. Honolulu, May 22, 1920. 2 pp.
Evidently accompanying money from the rent of his “Waialua land” and discussing the

condition of that land.
“As to ‘the spring near where the old foot bridge used to be,’ It is a mistake to suppose

that it was ‘washed away’ or that it was ‘reproduced’ in the Pole Kalo patch which was leased to
a Chinaman. There were and there now are a number of springs about there, the ground is full of
them. The name Kawaipuolo refers to this fact. They tried to bundle up (puolo) these various
underground streams but failed to do so, before our parents selected the spot which they made
their home because of these springs. The Pole lot, formerly a kao patch, was lease as you know,
to a Chinaman who failed to pay rent. He made over his lease to B. F. Dillingham who did pay
the rent.”
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Letters from John and Ursula during their 1860 trip to America and Canada
John S. Emerson. ALS to S. N. Emerson, “brothers,” and “sister.” Aboard the steamer
Francis Palmer, March 6, 1860. 6 pp.

While the beginning of this letter is written during John Emerson’s voyage on the Francis
Palmer, the end of the letter concerns his travel in California upon arriving.

Religious meetings on the Francis Palmer: “Last sabbath morning we held a religious
meeting of one hour, other than this, no meetings, no prayers, but talk on every subject… What a
strange change from our usual employment at Waialua!”

Pondering the life of the unreligious soul: “What a wreck a mind must be without a
savior, without a God, without a creator or a friend! To believe that the world always was, & is to
go on in one continued circle, uncreated, unsustained, undirected by any controlling power;
—that men are to die like brutes return to dust, to nothing, how horrible the thought! How
chilling!!”

Reaching San Francisco: “I wish Samuell to say to the people at Waialua that we wish
him to give them our ‘Aloha’—we think of them daily & hope they will not forsake the Savior or
become cold in his service. … We are now near the Golden Gate of San Francisco. … On
Monday last after a lunch…at Mrs. Racine’s with most of the clergy of our order including the
editor of the Pacific & Mr. Loomis missionary to the Chinese [?], we were furnished a fine coach
& taken out to a ride through the city & out to the old Catholic mission & a most tastefully
ornamented burying ground.”

Ursula Emerson. ALS to her daughter Sophia. Aboard the steamer Francis Palmer, March 13,
1860. 4 pp.

“The first few days we all felt miserable enough from sea sickness & could hardly hold
up our heads.”

John S. Emerson. ALS to his son Joseph. Aboard the steamer Golden Age, April 17, 1860. 8 pp.
“Having a first class cabin passage, we are supposed to be as good as the best…. [I]

become acquainted with a Moravian Missionary… Mr. Sloane…appears intelligent, & your
father suggested to Capt. Watkins as they were speaking who should preach last Sabbath, that
Mr. Sloan be invited. The Capt. said ‘No! One in the steerage could not be permitted to preach.’”

John S. Emerson. ALS to his son Samuel. Aboard the steamer Golden Age, [April 1860]. 4 pp.
While this letter was composed aboard the steamer Golden Age, some of its content

concerns John Emerson’s travel in California prior to boarding the steamer (reaching back as
early as 25 March).

“Arrived at Marysville…a beautiful village of some 2 or 3 thousand people standing on
the Yuba & Feather rivers & opposite to the city of Yuba, a much smaller place than Marysville.”

Departing California aboard Golden Age. “The steamer sailed at 9 1/2, on Thursday …
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Wednesday evening the 11th. “We have now been aboard 7 days & are within 12 or 14
hours of Acapulco where the steamer stops a few hours for coal & water. But it is said that the
yellow fever is there, &, if so, no one will be allowed to go ashore, & no fruits will be taken on
board for the use of the passengers.”

Individuals aboard the steamer Golden Age: “Five of us are clergymen. Prof. Kellog of
Oakland College, Mr. Briggs, a Methodist, Mr. Buckingham, a Unitarian, Mr. Baldwin & myself.
… Many are making inquiries about the Sandwich Isls. But very few know what kalo is or bread
fruit…. One Miss Atkins teacher of the Ladies Seminary at Benezia is quite intelligent. … Gen.
Johnson from the army at Utah has given me much information about the Mormons.”

Ursula Emerson. ALS to her son Nathaniel. Dover, New Hampshire, June 23, 1860. 4 pp.
“Your decision to come on to the U. States this summer was gratifying to us. Your father

had said, he wished you & Justin had the means of coming so as to enter William College in the
fall. Dear son, how I wish I could help you get ready.”

John S. Emerson. ALS to his son Samuel. New Haven, CT, July 16, 1860. 2 pp.
The cost of his and Ursula’s voyage: “If we leave to get back to the Isls. we shall leave a

pretty heavy bill to settle for our voyages & journeys in this land, but I need not say much about
that till we get home.”

John S. Emerson. ALS to “brother & sister.” New Hampshire, Aug. 24, 1860. 6 pp.
“Nath’l does not come from the Isls this year as he had calculated. He is now down on

the equator superintending the guano work for a few months.”

John S. Emerson. ALS to his son Samuel. Ossipee, New Hampshire, September 10, 1860. 4 pp.
“We shall rejoice when we are ready to set our faces towards Hawaii. We see many good

& great things here but they do not prevent us from feeling that we have [?] work yet to do at the
Islands. Your mother has gained 16 lbs. since we left home.”

Ursula Emerson. ALS to her daughter Sophia. Chelsea, Mass., Oct. 8, 1860. 4 pp.
Discussing their missionary work back in the U.S. “I have had more questions asked me

than I would answer in a long time since I have been in this country. Sometimes the ladies of a
place meet together & I talk with them & let them ask me all the questions they wish to &
sometimes sing to them in Hawaiian, which amuses the children very much. I have been in to
quite a number of Sabbath Schools & have heard the children sing sweetly & it has almost made
me weep to think how much easier tis to interest them with their pretty library books …than the
Hawaiian children with their small advantages and so few books … Many of the people in this
country of privilege do not know much about the Sandwich Islanders & as they hear they have
been Christianized, they are surprised when I tell them that most of them still sit on the ground &
eat out [of] one common dish with their fingers.”
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John S. Emerson. Unsigned and incomplete autograph letter to his wife. Montreal, Oct. 16,
1860. 1 p.

“Quebec is a strongly fortified place. The making & support of 10 or 12 such forts costs
as much as all the efforts to Christianize the whole world need require.”

John S. Emerson. ALS to his wife. Quebec, At Russel’s Hotel, Oct. 19, 1860. 4 pp.
Commentary on Quebec. “Went over the city…saw where Montgomery fell on the

Heights of Abiram, visited the locality of Woolf’s death & Montcalms rode over the plains of
Abiram…went into the Episcopal Church & the Roman Catholic [?] Church & gallery of
painting, which latter I viewed with great admiration. Conversed with the English bishop & his
curate. They do not know much about missions on the Sandwich Isls…Qubec is a strongly
fortified place. Wealth enough expended in fortifying it & keeping it manned with soldiers &
officers to convert the world or at least all Africa & the Isls. of the Pacific it seems. The
ornamented chchs. spires & domes are of immense cost. The papists are possessed of vast
wealth. The soldiers & officers are supplied with barracks of [?] order & palaces of grand
style…”

John S. Emerson. ALS to his wife. Detroit, MI, Oct. 20, 1860. 4 pp.
“I am now in the family of Dr. Morse Stewart of this place, whose wife Isabella Graham

is daughter of Dr. Deerfield[?] whose pulpit I expect to occupy tomorrow P.M. Their children
three in number, Morse, George D. & Isabella are teasing me with questions about the Sandwich
Isls., the volcanoes &c., so that I can hardly write a sentence.”

Ursula Emerson. ALS to her husband. Nelson, New Hampshire, Oct. 22, 1860. 8 pp.
“After parting with you on the sidewalk, I went to Mission House & with Mr. Waldo to

see Leavitt’s sewing machine as one that had been highly recommended. I could not decide
however to take it without seeing some others. Went to see ‘Grover 7 baker’s’ but wished to see
Parker’s, the one we looked at at ‘Mechanics Fair’ before I purchased so as it was late I left the
matter undecided for that day, & after purchasing a few stereoscopic views for Sophie’s
stereoscope I returned to Chelsea.…Thurs. I made my way to the photograph rooms & took the
samples of our pictures, for I had left them there, bit others were not done, so I only took the
same samples…decided in favor of ‘Grover & Baker’s.’ I bought a 65 dollar machine but the
reduction on acct. of our being Missionaries is one half, so that it costs us only 32 ½.”

John S. Emerson. ALS addressed to his wife. St. Louis, Oct. 29, 1860. 4 pp.
Addressing religious communities in the midwest: “In the evening addressed Dr.

Patius[?] church. I also addressed the Theol. Students on the evening previous. … With F[?] I
went to Dr. Port’s[?] Sabbath school [and] addressed them here. Dr. P. preached in the P.M.
Addressed Dr. Nelson’s people for 20 or 30 minutes & in the eve preached to Mr. Niles’ people.”
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John S. Emerson. ALS to his wife. Cincinnati, Ohio, Nov. 2, 1860. 3 pp.
Traveling with the Governor of Ohio: “Gov. [Salmon P.] Chase has induced me to go &

stop with him & as he will be my company for 100 miles or so on the way I cannot well resist the
temptation. … Cincinnati is quite a business place & there seems to be a good spirit in the prayer
meeting which I attended yesterday morning. But did not attend this morning as I was at that
time to call on Gov. Chase.”

John S. Emerson. ALS to his wife. Ohio, Nov. 5, 1860. 3 pp.
Meeting the Governor of Ohio: “Mr. Tracy informed Governor Chase that I was in the

place & he expressed a desire to see me. So at his request I consented to leave Cincinnati & ride
on Friday to Columbus Saturday morning. He showed me the insane hospital & the idiots asylum
&c.”

“[At Cleveland,] went to the Mission school of 400 children & addressed them & in the
evening had a full hour to hear from the Isls.”

Ursula Emerson. ALS to her husband. East Hampton, Mass., November 6, 1860. 4 pp.
An accident in Massachusetts. “Sabbath heard two excellent sermons in the old church

from Rev. Mr. Eddy. A man was killed on the Canal R.R. Saturday (by the upsetting of the
engine), belonging to N. Hampton & Mrs E. alluded with much feeling & solemnity to the
event.”

Visiting Mt. Holyoke Seminary. “Tomorrow I expect if it is pleasant to go with some of
my cousins to South Hadly, Mt. Holyoke Seminary.”

John S. Emerson. Unsigned autograph letter draft to Reverend George Chapman. Atlantic
Ocean, Dec. 7, 1860. 4 pp.

Biographical details of John Emerson’s life. “Arrived at the Isls. [on] May 17 1832. Went
to my present station at Waialua on the Island of Oahu July 1832, where I remained pastor of the
church in that place ten years.”

Ursula Emerson. ALS addressed to “brother P & sister B.” Aboard the steamer Ariel, Dec. 9,
1860. 4 pp.

“[Prof. Norton] sent for all the Hawaiian boys who are in college there [at Exeter]. J.
Thurston, F. Judd, G. Wilcox, J. Cooke & D.B. Lyman. The three first, we saw that evening.”

Other Emerson letters from America
N. B. Emerson. ALS to Justin E. Emerson. New York, Jan. 30, 1875. 4 pp.

On his election to the board of the NY Society of Neurology & Electrology.

Joseph Emerson. ALS to his brother Justin E. Emerson. Newton, Mass., Mar. 31, 1876. 2 pp.
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On financial matters.

N. B. Emerson. ALS to his brother Justin E. Emerson. New York, Oct. 28, 1877. 7 pp.
On Miss Elliot (Justin’s fiancé) and Dr. Van Deusen and new job prospects.

John S. Emerson letters from Micronesia
ALS to Ursula S. N. Emerson. Aboard the Morning Star, July 24, 1865. 3 pp.

On the conditions of his voyage so far, and his fervent wish to be better able “to stir
up…the people in Christendom to good works for Christ.”

ALS to Oliver Emerson. Aboard the Morning Star, August 14 1865. 4 pp.
Describes Apaiang, Pitts Island, his various meetings with missionaries and native

peoples. “…it is said that the island is quiet, people are temperate, the cocoanut oil business is
brisk & the people wish the Gospel, but why it is not apparent. The people of Tarawa & Apaiang
are less clothed than those of Pitts Island to whom the gospel has never been preached But the
reason is very obvious from the fact that the former Isls have had poorer chances to get clothing
than the latter.”

ALS to Ursula S. N. Emerson. Aboard the Morning Star, September 20, 1865. 4 pp.
“Now what shall I say about the beautiful Island Ascension. The delight of all the Islands

of this ocean? We came in sight of the island yesterday morning, but as it was nearly a calm, the
captain fitted us out with a boat & crew at 10 oclock—& we had a voyage of 30 miles or more to
& round the island to Mr [Sturges?] where we arrived about 5 oclock, part by sail & part by
rowing, part in the open sea and part on the way between little islets & under shady trees, &
some times trees, the mangrove, growing…in the water two or three feet deep, & some of the
time over Coral cliffs where the fish of varied hues are found in every direction. As we
approached Mr. Sturges place we entered a beautiful river lined with trees on both sides till we
approached his house which stood on a hill some 200 feet above the water. We did not take them
entirely by surprise…but they were sufficiently happy to receive us…”

ALS to Sophia Emerson. Aboard the Morning Star, September 21, 1865. 4 pp.
Describes the landscape, the missionary activity of Mr. Sturges, notes that he has

collected “a good many” shells for her.

Miscellaneous letters
R. Anderson. ALS to John S. Emerson. Andover, March 17, 1830. 1 p.

The news of John’s missionary assignment.

J. Beam[?]. ALS to “Bro [John] Emerson.” Hilo, Feb. 4, 1861. 4 pp.
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“We welcome you and our dear sister Emerson back to our Christian paternity… I had an
interesting visit to the Marquesas & was often reminded of your former trip to their wild shores.
All the brethren & sisters there remembered you & sent their Kaoha.”

L. Lyons. ALS to “Bro [John] Emerson.” Waimea, Feb. 5, 1861. 2 pp.
Building meeting houses on the islands. “Our 10th meeting house is now being

completed. This is the only one without a bell. I have 4 more to build. 2 of my churches are quite
embarrassed with debts.”

B. W. Parker. ALS to “Bro [John] Emerson.” Kaneohe, Feb. 8, 1861. 2 pp.
“You will want to visit Koolau and see Kualus[?] people. I believe our judge has paid the

debt of Koahulukea to you. If not I fear you will not get it. It is said by the natives here that he
will soon be out of office.”

Joseph W. Homer. TLS to Charles S. Hamlin, Assistant Secretary of the Treasury. Boston,
Nov. 17, 1893. 3 pp.

A letter of introduction for Oliver P. Emerson and his attempts to prevent “the prospect
which now seems imminent, of having that miserable creature, Liliuokalani, once more
re-instated in her supremacy over the Islands…”

Louis St Gaudens [Saint-Gaudens]. ALS to Oliver Emerson. Windsor, VT, April 9, 1904. 2 pp.
Louis, the brother of the sculptor Augustus Saint-Gaudens, writes: “My brother Augustus

has shown me your letter of March 22 in reference to the bronze tablet, which I will model the
size you suggest…”

Louis St Gaudens [Saint-Gaudens]. ALS to “Mrs. Emerson” (Oliver’s wife). Windsor, VT,
April 26, 1904. 3 pp.

“Augustus has sent me the type written text of the inscription for the Emerson memorial
tablet…”

Louis St Gaudens [Saint-Gaudens]. ALS to “Dr [Oliver] Emerson.” Windsor, VT, Dec. 22,
1904. 1 p.

Confirmation of payment receipt. “We hope you will both like the bronze when you see
it, but if you find it is not effective enough it can at any time be rubbed or polished into relief in
the same manner as any brass name plate.”

Louis St Gaudens [Saint-Gaudens]. ALS to Oliver Emerson. Windsor, VT, Dec. 12, 1906. 1 p.
Discussing a “little inscription” and finding a monument maker in any small town.

Evidently in response to Emerson’s letter: “Augustus is getting along marvelously.”
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Louis Saint-Gaudens’ letters are accompanied by a drawing of the bronze memorial tablet for
John S. Emerson. Pencil on tissue, 7.75” x 11.5”.

5 letters from various American correspondents, to Justin Emerson, 1867-1877. 19pp

MANUSCRIPTS AND TYPESCRIPTS

Oliver P. Emerson. The Needs of Hawaii. Typescript (11” x 8.5”), with annotations in ink and
pencil. No date. 9 pp. on as many leaves.

[Oliver P. Emerson]. Life in Hawaii. Manuscript (10.25” x 8”). No date. 65 pp.

[Oliver P. Emerson.] Some Facts About the Hawaiian Mission. [1888]. Manuscript (10” x 8”),
58 pp. in ink. Pencil annotation at upper right corner of first page: “Read at ministers
Meeting—Providence 1888.”

MANUSCRIPT NOTEBOOKS

John S. Emerson. Notes on the Old & New Testament [cover title]. 1827–28. 8vo (8” x 6.5”),
brown wrappers. 230 pp. in ink, 19 blank leaves. CONDITION: Good.

Cook Book. [1850s–60s]. Large oblong 12mo (6.125” x 7.75”), half light brown calf and
marbled paper over boards, paper title label in ink at upper cover. 22 pp. of tipped in newspaper
clippings, often over manuscript; 53 pp. in ink, many of which are household accounting notes,
21 of which, from 6 May 1850 to June 1860, record resolutions and contributions taken at “our
family Monthly Concert…towards making Mother a life member of the Hawaiian Tract Society”
and other charitable causes, with contributions recorded from Justin, Joseph, Oliver, Sophia, and
John S.; 27 blank leaves; numerous clippings laid in, mostly from U.S. papers, but including 1 p.
print laid in on “Taro Flour Preparations,” with instructions for “Making Po,” “Taro Cakes,” “Poi
Cocktails” (“a desirable form for sea-sickness”), etc. and 1 clipping on “Hawaiian Tradition of
Pele and the Deluge.”

Pocket book of John S. Emerson 5.5” x 4” brown leather trifold, containing some 50 pp.
manuscript notes in pencil and some 17 receipts etc. Mostly 1880s. CONDITION: Good.

[Child’s diary and extract book.] 12mo (7.75” x 5.25”), three quarters red calf and marbled
paper over boards and gilt title at spine. 35–192 pp., 66 pp. in ink, 2 pp. ink sketches of a palm
tree with snake, cat, and mouse. CONDITION: Fair, covers worn and attached only by bands,
spine partially perished.
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Justin E. Emerson. Exercises in Latin Prose [and] Exercises in Greek Prose. N.d. 8vo (8.125”
x 6.75”) half red calf and marbled paper over boards. 98 pp. in ink, 4 blank leaves.
CONDITION: Good, losses to upper and lower spine, corners worn; contents very good.

MISCELLANEOUS MANUSCRIPTS

Choice Tunes. N.d. 48mo (4” x 2.5”), self wrappers, title in ink at upper cover. 46 pp., of which
2 are text, 10 are music, and the remainder are blank staffs or blank altogether. CONDITION:
Very good, light soiling.

Likely used by Ursula in her singing classes; in one epistolary journal entry she expresses the
wish that she had a better understanding of music and was better able to teach music.

4 receipts, all half-sheet or less, most manuscript or mix of ink and print. [1830–1836].

Ursula Sophia Newell Emerson. Partial, undated recollection of Hawaii during the 1840s
[U.S.? ca. 1860?]. 3 pp.

This fragment concerns missionary life in Hawaii during the 1840s.

“In 1842 we left Waialua for Lahainaluna, my husband’s help being needed there on account of
Mr. Clarke leaving. There we had four busy and on the whole happy years, having the
opportunity of often seeing the missionaries and much other society than we had at Waialua. My
husband in addition to his labors in the high school had the care of the church at Kaanapoli,
distance eight miles. In his journal he spoke of having David Malo preach for him one PM in
1844, and that he was the first individual licensed by a body of ministers in these islands. … I
have not spoken of our pleasure in being favored with an associate in 1837 Mr. Edwin Locke,
who instituted a manual labor school for boys. He with his worthy wife labored diligently and
with much success in their department and in efforts to benefit the Hawaiians.”

“In the latter part of 1848 and first of 1849 many of our people were sick, and not a few died.
The measles carried off numbers. During one year 113 died, while the births were only 29 [in
Waialua]. In Koolauloa, 185 deaths & 28 births. … In 1853 the desolating scourge of small pox
decimated the population in a still greater amount. My husband labored constantly among them,
vaccinating when he could.”

John S. Emerson. J. S. Emerson Report, May 15, 1861. [Hawaii, 1861.] 16 pp., with crossings
out and additions in ink.

Emerson wrote this report shortly after returning to Hawaii from his visit to the U.S. The
passages published in Pioneer Days in Hawaii do not cover all the content present here, which
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has consistently lengthier remarks in represented topics, as well as additional sections altogether.
Unpublished or expanded material on topics including:

Raising children and a decline in parental discipline: “Cake, candy & flowers, are often the
agreeable substitute for old fashioned arguments in schools & families…”

The frivolousness of society: “To…make a show of wealth is too often the requisite of society.
As I was stopping with a family who claim to mingle with the highest class, I accidentally met
with a pious lady with whom I had been acquainted in youth. I enquired of my hostess a
professor of religion if she knew the family with which I had become acquainted. The reply was,
No, we do not choose to form acquaintance with persons of their standing in society. They lived
in a two story house. My hosts was 4 stories high.…children educated under such tutors will be
poorly prepared to carry on the labour of love & mercy advised by the Saviour.”

The role of revivals in changing the social landscape of Christianity: “recent revivals have
brought into the Academies & Colleges a much larger proportion of professedly pious young
men than perhaps has ever been found before in the country pursuing education, & many, if not
most, of this class are looking forward to the rectory”)

Shifts in rhetorical style since his departure for Hawaii: “Very many of our so called great men,
& of our aspiring young men appear to me to be adopting a style of pulpit oratory that is aimed
to please the fancy, rather than melt the heart. It is in my opinion men who have not imbibed the
notion that they are great ones, & destined to be leaders of the sacramental host, who are doing
the most good.”

The shifting landscape of Christian denominations: “There certainly is a very great
approximation in Christian sympathy among these denominations during the past thirty years,
beyond what existed when I was a youth.”

The need for more communication between Hawaii and the “fatherland,” the lack of which has
given rise to misunderstandings: “But when told that we have not a single Latin, Greek, Hebrew,
or even English scholar of the Hawaiian race who is a preacher or the Gospel, & are not soon
likely to have, they appear very much surprised…”

Manuscript poem in Hawaiian
Undated [circa 1860s?]. 3 eight-line stanzas, beginning: Pono no ke mele pu / Kakou mai o a o.
Draft with corrections. 1 p., ruled paper.

Three manuscript documents, being the inventory of the estate of J. S. Emerson as
bequeathed to his wife, his sons, and his daughter. Together, 3 pp. [1866].
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Catalogue of certain books in the library of the late Rev. John S. Emerson [manuscript
title]. 28 pp. [circa 1866].

An alphabetical list, including imprint and binding, of approx. 220 volumes. Final leaves
defective.

Obituary for Ursula Sophia Newell Emerson (wife of John S. Emerson). 7.75” x 5”, 1 p. in
ink. [1888].

GENEALOGICAL MATERIALS

Emerson Family Record. [Waialua? ca. 1860?]. 1 p.
Listing the births of all Emerson children and the deaths of three. A later pencil note on a

later inventory, possibly in Oliver Emerson’s hand, suggests this was “written to Geo E Chapman
Dec 1860.”

William H. Eliot Jr. and William S. Porter. Genealogy of the Eliot Family. New Haven, Conn.:
George B. Bassett & Co., 1854. 8vo (9.75” x 6.25”), unbound, uncut. 14 sheets, some apparently
incomplete or misprinted.

Justin E. Emerson. [Genealogy notebook]. [Cover title: Dr. Justin E. Emerson 128 Henry St.
Detroit Mich.] 8vo (8.25” x 6.25”), black calf over boards with paper title piece at upper cover,
a.e.g. 98 pp. in ink; 4 pp. clippings tipped in; 1 original photo (8” x 6.75”) tipped in; 17 blank
leaves. Two family trees in ink, each on single leaf (7.25” x 12.5”) laid in. Several sheets tipped
and laid in throughout. CONDITION: Good, spine perished except for two cloth bands, some
pages detached.

Linn Emerson, M.D. Michael Emerson and Some of his Descendents : The Moses Sargent
Emerson Line. [Cover title: Emerson : 1657–1912.] Catawissa, Pa.: Charles Emerson Randall
Printer, 1912. Half blue cloth and dark green cloth over boards, title stamped in red (?) on upper
cover. 53 pp. Ownership inscription on recto of ffep: “6helhe. Justin Edwards Emerson M. D.
from his kinsman Dr. Linn Emerson 8hekaaea.” [alphanumerical characters refer to their
respective entries in the genealogy]. 4 pp. pencil and ink notations on last 2 blank pp. and rfep.
CONDITION: Very good.

[with]
Laid in: 1 p. typed autograph letter from Linn Emerson to Justin Emerson, Oct. 15, 1913, on
genealogical matters.
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The Record of My Ancestry.…Book of Origins, Private and Personal, With Historical
Notes, Coats-of-Arms and Photographs. Designed and Published by Frederic W. Bailey.
New Haven, Conn.: Bureau of American Ancestry, 1897. 4to (12” x 9.75”), flexible black cloth
covers. 92, [20] pp., filled out in ink and colored pencil by Justin E. Emerson. Numerous blank
leaves throughout, numerous leaves of printed genealogical forms or writing paper laid in.
CONDITION: Good, covers worn at extremities, inner hinges split, contents very good.

[Genealogy notebook.] Folio (14” x 9.5”), brown leather with 3 horizontal bands of
gilt-stamped red leather and gilt-stamped black leather in two compartments at spine. Label
affixed to upper left corner of front paste down reads: “Manufactured by The Richmond &
Blackus Co. Blank Book Manufacturers 111–113 Woodward Avenue, Detroit, Mich.” 400 pp., 21
of which partially or fully filled out in ink with genealogical information. CONDITION: Very
good.

Eliot family tree on both sides of 2 attached sheets (total 14.75” x 13.5”) in ink and pencil.

Emerson family tree, 3 pp. (12.5” x 7.75”) in ink and pencil.

JOHN ELIOT [ELLIOTT] LOT

Justin Emerson’s wife Willimena Eliot was descended from John Eliot, the so-called “Apostle to
the Indians.”

CDV (3.75” x 2.125” on slightly larger mount), of [Elliott?]. Beers & Mansfields
National Gallery : 242 Chapel St. New Haven, Conn. CONDITION: Very good, excellent
tonality.

2 b&w lithographs (duplicates) (10.5” x 6.5”) of a monument to “Eliot the Apostle to the
Indians”, with a facsimile inscription from “Eliot” below image. CONDITION: Very
good.

Elliott, John. A Sermon Delivered on the next Lord’s Day after the death of Jonathan
Todd, Esquire, who departed this life February 10, 1819. By John Elliott, A. M.
Pastor of the Church in East-Guilford. Published at the request of the mourning
family [cover title: Mr. Elliott’s Funeral Sermon]. Hartford, George Goodwin &
Sons....Printers. 1819. 8vo (9” x 5.75”), printed self wrappers. 31 pp. Early ink
inscription on title page: “on the Death of Jonathan Todd. Feb 10 1819” and at foot title
page: “J Redfields.” CONDITION: Very good.
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Elliott, John. A Sermon Delivered Before the Consociation of the Eastern District of
New-Haven County, In Meriden, September 30th, 1817 by Pastor of the Second
Church in Guilford. 12mo (6.375” x 4”), printed self wrappers, removed from
sammelband. 21 pp. CONDITION: Very good, light foxing, pages trimmed with
occasional effect to page numbers.

An Election Sermon. N.d. 12mo (6.25” x 4”). 45 pp. Lacking wrappers, title page, and
terminal leaf. CONDITION: Fair, tears to first page, 2.5” x 1.5” loss to last page.

Elliott, John. The Providence of God Universal; A Sermon, Delivered at
East-Guilford, Feb. 1807. Occasioned by the death of Capt. William Whittlesey and
Others, by John Elliott., A. M. Pastor of a Church in Guilford. Published at the
request of the Mourners. [Cover title: Mr. Elliott’s Sermon, on the Death of Capt.
Whittlesey]. New Haven: From Sidney’s Press, 1807. 8vo (9” x 5.5”), self wrappers, 24
pp. Numerous early inscriptions in ink on title and last pages, of the name “John M.
Woodward,” along with calculations and other notes. CONDITION: Good.

[Plus approx. 3 newspaper clippings about John Elliott or his tomb].

LAND-RELATED DOCUMENTS

Deed : Justin E. Emerson Wilimena H. E. Emerson to Paul E. Emerson : Quit Claim. Feb.
14, 1923. 2 pp. typed with annotations and signatures in ink.

“Duplicate Lease” : Justin E. Emerson to B. F. Dillingham dated May 22, 1899. 2 pp. typed
with signatures in ink.

Territory of Hawaii : Tax Assessment List for the District of Waialua Island of Oahu 1903 :
Statement of Dr Justin E. Emerson, J. S. Emerson — Agent. 17.5” x 11” printed bifolium
partially filled out in ink with pencil notes.

BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS

Names of the Members and Children belonging to the Maternal Association of the
Sandwich Islands Mission. Honolulu: Mission Press, 1854. 8vo (7.375” x 4.5”) dark blue
printed wrappers. 21 pp. Ownership inscription at top of upper wrapper: “Justin E. Emerson.”
CONDITION: Very good.
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Emerson Birthday Book. Boston: Houghton, Mifflin and Company. The Riverside Press,
Cambridge, 1882. 12mo (5.25” x 3.5”) flexible brown leather, gilt title at spine and upper cover,
a.e.g. 398, [16] pp. Ink inscription on recto of upper flyleaf: “Mrs. W. Eliot Emerson from her
brother Oliver P. Emerson Detroit Oct. 4 1883.” Pencil inscription on upper right corner of title
page: “W. H. E. Emerson Sanatorium Battle Creek Mich.” Partially completed in numerous ink
and pencil inscriptions throughout. CONDITION: Very good.

Papers of the Hawaiian Historical Society. No. 2. [1892]. 8vo (9.375” x 6.25”), printed tan
wrappers. 28 pp. Includes: Emerson, Joseph. S. “The lesser Hawaiian Gods” and Lyons, Curtis
J. “Traces of Spanish Influence in the Hawaiian Islands.” CONDITION: Good, lacking lower
wrapper.

[Lyle Alexander Dickey.] Portraits of American Protestant Missionaries to Hawaii :
Published by the Hawaiian Mission Children’s Society. [Cover title: Historical Missionary
Album.] Honolulu: Engraved and printed by the Hawaiian Gazette Co., 1901. Oblong 8vo
(9.625” x 12”), dark green cloth over boards, gold title and border at upper cover. [vi], 105 pp.
CONDITION: Very good, dampstain to upper left corner of cover, 2.5” split to head of lower
cover.

J. S. Emerson. Some Characteristics of Kau. [Cover title: From the American Journal of
Science, Vol. XIV, December, 1902]. 8vo (9.25” x 6”) printed gray wrappers, 431–439 pp. Ink
inscription on upper right corner of upper wrapper: “Dr. Justin E. Emerson. Some Characteristics
of Kay by Joseph S. Emerson.” CONDITION: Very good.

Nathaniel B. Emerson. Unwritten Literature of Hawaii. Reprinted from the American
Anthropologist (N.S.), Vol. 8, No. 2, April–June 1906. Lancaster, Pa., U. S. A.: The new Era
Printing Company, 1906. 8vo (10” x 6.75”) blue printed wrappers. 6 pp. CONDITION: Wrappers
good, contents very good.

Oahu College : facts about the Library at Punahou. Pamphlet, 8.125” x 5.5”, 5 pp.

MAPS

“L. C. Howard 387 A. P. Mission Lot 3.” 11” x 3.25”. Ink. 1855.

[John S. Emerson]. Chart and Journal of Further Trip to Micronesia July 17 1865–Jan 14
1866. Ink and pencil, 17” x 20.5”. “Bordelaise Is.” at far left, “Udia” uppermost, “Pleasant Id”
and “Oian Islands” in pencil at lower margin, “Apamama” at far lower right. Including, among
numerous other islands, “Ponape,” “Kusaie (or Strong’s Island),” “Ebon,” and “Tarawa” Islands.

[with]
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[An enlarged map of a single island], on separate sheet, 5.5” x 5.75”, clipped to larger chart.

“Emerson Land Wailua.” Blueprint, 12” x 9.5”. With colored pencil outlines. No date.

“Map of the Emerson Homestead & Vicinity in Waiahua, Oahu, Compiled from the
Original Surveys by J. S. Emerson Feb. 21 1920.” Colored pencil and ink on linen, 12.5” x
17.25”. 1920.

“Copied from W.A. Wall’s Maps of The Waialua Agr’l Co. made in 1900…by J.S. Emerson
Feb. 13 1920.” Pencil and ink on linen, 10.25” x 13”. 1920.

“Lots in Waialua, Oahu Compiled from maps mostly by Rev. John S. Emerson by Joseph
S. Emerson March 1892…Copied by J.S.E. Feb 12 1920.” 10.5” x 13.65” on linen. Pencil and
ink. 1920.

PAINTINGS

“‘Waipuolo Homestead Waialua, Oahu Hawaiian Isls. drawn by Ferdinand L. Clark.
1869.” [Emerson house.] Pencil and watercolor, 6.875” x 9.375” plus margins, inscribed “F.L.C.
June 69” in lower right corner; title in margin below. Framed. CONDITION: Very good.

[Watercolor of Ursula S. Emerson, based on the salt print photograph.] 5.75” x 4.75”, on
10” x 8” oval paperboard, in black and white. CONDITION: Very good, light foxing.

PHOTOS

49 cabinet cards (most with paperboard mounts); 31 CDVs (almost all with paperboard mounts);
3 boudoir cabinet cards (7.75” x 5.5” – 8” x 6”) on paperboard mounts; 3 copy photos; 3
stereoviews; 2 salt prints, 8” x 6” ovals on larger rectangular paperboard mounts; 1 cyanotype, 8”
x 6”; 1 real photo postcard; 23 misc. photos (3.25” x 3.25” – 3.25” x 5.5”), incl. 1 photo of a
portrait drawing, 10.5” x 8.25” including margins, on larger paperboard mount.

Showing numerous members of the Emerson family, including John S., Ursula, Samuel, Joseph,
and Justin, as well as Justin’s wife Willimena Eliot Emerson and their son Filip Law Emerson.
Native Hawaiians are also represented. Including a few duplicates. Honolulu, Detroit, New York
(but mostly Honolulu).
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PHOTO ALBUMS

CDV album, 5.5” x 7.5” tooled and gilt leather with metal clasps, flower motif tooled into leaf
edges, a.e.g. 90 CDVs; 4 original photos (2” x 1.375”); 2 tintypes (.875” x .625”). CONDITION:
Good, spine perished, photos mostly very good, some lightly toned and foxed.

A Hawaiian CDV album compiled by one of the Emerson family with images of the
Emersons, other missionaries—including members of the Lyons, Kittredge, Beckwith,
Bailey, Coan, and Lyman families—and several native Hawaiians, including
Kamehameha IV and his wife Queen Emma Rooke, Kamehameha V, and King Lunahilo,
as well as a young James Kekela (1824–1904), Hawaii’s first native ordained minister.
Kekela was born in Waialua, where he attended the Emersons’ school and was the
protegé of James Hunnewell. His photo is inscribed in ink on the verso: “For Justin
Em[erson], from James Han Newell Kekela.” He spent forty years doing missionary work
in the Marquesas, during the course of which he attracted the attention of—and received
a gold watch and other presents from—Abraham Lincoln, for helping to rescue an
American sailor from being roasted like a pig by an angry mob.

The album also includes portraits of Rufus Lyman and his wife Rebecca Ahung. The son
of Hawaiian missionaries David and Sarah (Joiner) Lyman, Rufus became an important
figure in Hawaiian politics and development, serving as circuit judge and then lieutenant
governor of Hawaii, founding the Pa‘auhau Sugar Plantation Company, which became
one of the first fully irrigated plantations, advising Princess Ruth Keʻelikōlani, and
writing a biography of his friend King Kamehameha V. Rebecca Ahung was the only
child of the Chinese merchant Chun Ahung, cofounder of the Hungtai Company in
Honolulu, and on her mother’s side was descended from Kualii, a chief of O‘ahu. Before
marrying, Rebecca taught arithmetic and geography at the Royal School at Honolulu.
Many of her fifteen children went on to fill important positions in Hawaiian politics,
education, and society.

J. E. Emerson. Class of 1865. Williams College. 4to (13.375” x 11”), half calf and brown cloth
over boards, gilt title (“Photographs”) in one of 6 compartments at spine and at upper cover. 1
engraving, 63 photos of students and campus buildings, most with inscriptions or annotations in
ink or pencil on facing tissue guard. Two Emerson brothers represented. CONDITION: Very
good, worn at extremities and cracked at upper hinge, light foxing to first pages; contents
otherwise clean and images with overall very good tonality.

MISCELLANEOUS EPHEMERA
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Trade card, 2.5” x 3.5”. “William H. Elliot, Jr., Attorney and Counselor at Law. Patent Solicitor.
Commissioner of Deeds, &c.…Notary Public.…No. 144½ Chapel Street, New Haven, Conn.”

Card, 2.25” x 3”, printed in Hebrew on recto. Early ink note on verso: “3. Chapter of St
Matthew.”

Coat of arms, 5.75” x 4.125”, affixed to paper mount of same size, “By the Name of Emmerson”
[sic].

Card, 3.5” x 2.25”, dated “Julai 31, 1865” (Sovereignty Restoration Day) with the Hawaiian flag
and motto, and blindstamped with the seal of “M[?]shal of the Hawaiian Islands.”

Certificate (8” x 10”) from the Society of Colonial Wars, inducting Justin Edwards Emerson “by
right of his descent from” Captn. Roger Clapp. Laid into The Record of My Ancestry.

Biographical Notes for the National Cyclopædia of American Biography. James T. White, &
Co., Publishers, New York. Single sheet printed form, 11” x 7.25”, filled out in ink for Justin
Edwards Emerson. Laid into the Williams College class album.

James Arsenault & Co.


